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We speak to chief as commuters 
face headache at terminal 
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next manager? 
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Theatre Royal Winter Gardens 


Jasmin Vardimon - Park 

Friday 6th & Saturday 7th 
February 


Steeleye Span In Concert 

Tuesday 24th February 


Sam Bailey in Concert 

Monday 26th January 


Jackson Live in 
Concert 

Friday 6th February 


Margate Theatres: 01843 292795 


GEEK2015 

20th - 22nd February 


Sally Morgan - Psychic 
Sally on the Road 

Thursday 5th March 


theatreroyalmargate.com | margatewintergardens.co.uk 



































The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01245 396910 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Snow joke for our A&Es 
if county turns white 


WHEN you’re young, snow repre¬ 
sents all that is best with Mother 
Nature. 

It was her little gift to pick up our 
spirits as we struggled through 
winter and continued to mourn the 
passing of Christmas. 

The crisp crunch under foot, the 
brilliant whiteness which seemed to 
soften all the every day noise, and 
the exquisite beauty of tumbling 
snow flakes falling thick and fast. It 
was a wonderous sight to behold. Not 
to mention the delight of snowballs 
and snowmen. 

Throw in a day off school and 
life rarely got better. 

Today, however, while the 
child in me still cannot 
suppress a shiver of excite¬ 
ment at the sight of a blanket 
of snow falling, the reality of 
adulthood means it’s hard not 
to see past the issue of 
having to drive on 
ice-caked roads or jjjM 
rue the decision 
not to get the car 


serviced when the sun was out. 

But after barely a flake last year, 
the forecast suggests if we don’t get 
some this weekend, it may be just 
around the corner. 

Which, given the strain recently on 
our A&E hospital departments, it 
seems almost inevitable that by 
adding to high demand a host of 
people who received an icy snowball 
on their hooter or slipped over and 
broke their ankle on an uncleared 
driveway, there will be another crisis. 

So far, our hospitals in Kent have coped 
well with the increased demand, but 
the prospect of snow and ice is 
unlikely to ignite the same delight 
for the local NHS staff as it does 
school children. Inside we speak 
to staff about how they’re coped 
so far and what the root of the 
spike could be. 

So keep warm, stay safe, don’t 
go to A&E unless it’s a 
genuine emergency, 
and make sure you 
have a great 
weekend. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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SALE NOW 0 

Great prices - Great choice 


Camden 

2 seat sofa from £1145 Sale price £845 
Swivel chair £795 Sale price £595 
Select your cover from a good choice of modern fabrics 
Grand sofa, 3 seater and chair also available 


Ode dining table 
and 4 chairs 
Usual price £1,349 

Sale price £979 


Alkham corner group 
Usual price £1,745 

Sale price £1,395 

Stool extra 


Relyon Lunar Latex, King size, 

2 drawer pocket sprung divan set 
Usual price £2,399 

Sale price £1,299 



Free Easy Parking - Free Local Delivery (Ts & Cs apply) 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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First wind and rain, but 
is snow now sweeping in? 



by Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


STORMS swept across the county 
at the end of the week, bringing 
chaos to the roads and rails - and 
there are fears this weekend will 
see temperatures plummet and the 
chance of snow sweeping in. 

The Met Office says there is a 
chance of ‘prolonged snow’ 
between Sunday and Tuesday in 
the region, prompting fears we 
could be plunged into a cold snap. 

This week saw wind speeds of up 
to 75mph whip the south coast, 
forcing ferries to be cancelled or 
delayed from Dover. As a conse¬ 
quence, as freight transport 
stacked up, police put Operation 
Stack into place on Wednesday 
night, and the M20 between 
Maidstone and Ashford turned into 
a giant lorry park until Thursday 
lunchtime. 

Congestion on the A-roads 
followed as a consequence. 

Meanwhile, on the rails, a lorry 
struck a bridge at Chestfield which 
caused the Faversham line to be 
closed on Thursday morning. 

The Environment Agency issued 
a number of flood warnings as 


heavy rainfall swelled rivers and 
many roads found themselves under 
water. Areas around Ashford were 
particularly affected - including key 
routes between the town and 
Faversham and Canterbury. 

Yalding, worst hit by the 
flooding last winter, was also once 
again bracing itself for trouble, 
with a flood warning on Friday. 

Near Faversham, a woman and 
two children had to be rescued by 
emergency teams after their car 


became trapped in floodwater on 
Thursday night. 

Crews were called to Selling 
Road, between Neames Forstal and 
Oversland, where the car had 
become stuck with water up to the 
gear box. 

Now, after the rain and wind, the 
Met Office says we can expect to see 
what has been a relatively mild spell 
turn chilly as temperatures drop. 

With the wind chill factor, it says 
the temperature today will feel 


below zero, with the prospect of 
some wintry showers. 

A spokesman said the forecast 
for the next few days was cold, with 
further wintry showers and sunny 
periods. 

“Showers are most likely during 
Sunday, perhaps with some 
prolonged snow for a time. There 
will be widespread overnight 
frosts, locally severe,” he added. 

For all the latest see www. 
kentnews.co.uk. 


Family’s terror as e-cig 
explodes and sets fire 
to children’s bedroom 


A FATHER who had to call fire crews 
after an electric cigarette he was 
charging at his home exploded and 
sent flames shooting across the room 
has spoken of his terror. 

Mark Stockdale, from Teynham, 
had been charging the cigarette in 
his children’s bedroom when the 
drama occured. It left him with 
burns to his fingers and palm, as well 
as igniting his home. 

He said: “I can’t believe how lucky 
I was. It had only been on charge 
about 10 minutes, when I heard a 
swooshing noise. The next minute it 
exploded in my hand, shooting 
flames across the room and setting 
the bedding alight. 

“I dread to think what could have 
happened if I’d left it charging and gone 
out or if we’d been asleep. It could’ve 
killed us and gutted our home.” 

Kent Fire and Rescue Service 
(KFRS) was called to the bungalow 
in London Road last Friday after¬ 
noon, January 9, just after 2.30pm 
and found the fire was already out. 


Firefighters treated Mr Stockdale for 
burns until paramedics arrived. 

KFRS community safety manager, 
Charlie Smith, said: “If your New 
Year’s resolution is to quit smoking 
and you’re using an e-cigarette to 
help you, please make sure you know 
how to charge it safely.” 

The warning comes a month after a 
house fire in Sheerness was thought 
to have been started by an e-cigarette 
being charged incorrectly. On that 
occasion, the blaze caused severe 
damage to a bedroom and extensive 
smoke damage to the upstairs of a 
home in Alexandra Road. 

Mr Smith added: “You might save 
a few pounds if you buy cheap or 
incompatible chargers but is it really 
worth putting your family or home 
at risk? 

“If your e-cigarette doesn’t come 
with a charger, please don’t assume 
that your USB cables can be trans¬ 
ferred between devices. Chargers for 
mobile phones are often more 
powerful, so can overheat.” 


Hundreds caught by M25's 
'smart' speed cameras 


HUNDREDS of drivers on the M25 
near Sevenoaks have been caught 
by so-called ‘smart’ speed 
cameras since their introduction 
just two months ago. 

The cameras have caught 700 
drivers speeding Some 520 were 
breaking the 70mph limit, while the 
rest were exceeding variable 
speed limits on the stretch. 

Unlike traditional speed cameras, 


the gantry devices use digital 
technology. 

This allows them to scan four 
separate lanes at the same time - 
traditional cameras can only be 
trained on one lane at a time. 

Known as the Highways Agency 
Digital Enforcement Camera 
System, they have been in 
operation between junctions five 
and six of the motorway. 


No challenge to sentence of 
teacher who had sex with pupil 


TIN 18-MONTH suspended 
sentence for a teacher who had sex 
with a 16-year-old schoolgirl will 
not be investigated by the Attorney 
General’s office, it was confirmed 
on Thursday. 

Stuart Kemer, 44, fromAylesford, 
received the sentence for two counts 
of sexual activity with a child by a 
person in a position of trust while 
working at Bexleyheath Academy. 


A spokesperson for the Attorney 
General said: “We carefully 
considered whether the sentence 
could be referred to the Court of 
Appeal for being too low - as part 
of the ‘unduly lenient sentence 
scheme’. 

‘ ‘Kemer’s crimes are not 
included in this scheme, meaning 
the law officers are unable to refer 
this.” 
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Pub Landlord to stand for South Thanet seat 


POPULAR comedian A1 Murray - best known for his 
creation the Pub Landlord - confirmed he is to stand 
against Nigel Farage in Thanet at May’s general election. 

Mr Farage is hoping to win the South Thanet seat for 
Ukip after it is vacated by Tory Laura Sandys. 

But he will be challenged by a comic whose 
no-nonsense character is based upon a love of all 


things traditionally British. His party? The Free United 
Kingdom Park, or FUKP for short. 

Manifesto pledges include bricking up the Channel 
Tunnel and lowering the cost of beer to just lp a pint. 
The 46-year-old said: “It seems to me that the UK is 
ready for a bloke waving a pint around, offering 
common sense solutions. 


Land deal agreed as £2bn 
London Paramount park 
edges closer to reality 


by Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


PLANS for the £2 billion London 
Paramount entertainment complex 
took a stride forward this week as 
the owner of the land signed a deal to 
sell it to the park’s developer. 

The multi-million pound deal will 
see the 388-acre former cement 
works site, once the biggest in the 
UK until it closed in 1993, on the 
Swanscombe peninsula sold by La¬ 
farge Tarmac to London Resort 
Company Holdings (LRCH), the 
company driving forward with de¬ 
velopment of the park. 

Expected to ultimately become 
one of the biggest parks of its kind in 
Europe, the resort will feature, if all 
goes to plan, a major theme park, 
more than 5,000 hotel rooms, and 
major entertainment facilities such 
as venues and conferencing. 

It is expected to generate some 
27,000 new jobs, and would attract 
around 50,000 visitors a day. A li¬ 
censing deal with movie studio Par- 



PLANS : How park will look 


amount will give it access to a range 
of major brands such as Star Trek, 
Titanic and Mission: Impossible. 

The land straddles Dartford and 
Gravesham boroughs. 


With public consultations already 
under way, the ‘binding option 
agreement’ announced this week 
will allow plans to progress as 
planned. 

David Testa, executive director of 
LRCH said: “It further underlies our 
commitment to delivering the 
project and is welcome news as we 
continue to consult and engage with 
the local Dartford and Gravesham 
communities living near the site and 
more widely with our interested par¬ 
ties.” 

Two stages of public consultation 
have been held by LRCH to date, in¬ 
volving over 4,000 members of the 
Kent community. A further two fur¬ 
ther stages of consultation are 
planned before LRCH intends to sub¬ 
mit a draft development consent or¬ 
der in autumn 2015. It is hoped to 
open by Easter 2020. 

See our website www.kentnews. 
co.uk to see our essential guide to 
the Paramount London resort and 
all the latest news or go direct - 
http://bit.ly/lE42twd. 



GOING : Sir Hugh Robertson 

MP confirms 
he is to quit 
Westminster 


SIR Hugh Robertson, MP for Faversham 
and Mid Kent, has announced he will 
stand down from Parliament at the 
2015 general election. 

The Conservative politician has held 
the safe seat since 2001. He will be best 
remembered for being sports minister 
during the London 2012 Olympic Games. 

He was also minister for the Middle 
East, North Africa and counter terror¬ 
ism, getting involved in the Middle East 
peace process. 

He said: “It has been a huge privilege 
to represent my own home area for the 
past decade and a half. 

“I am very grateful for the hard work 
and support of the many friends in my 
association who enabled me, firstly, to 
win my seat in 2001 and then to double 
my majority twice in 2005 and 2010.” 

“As a minister, I was fortunate to have 
two very different jobs, both of which I 
enjoyed enormously,” he said. 

“However, having reached my 52nd 
birthday and with five year Parliaments 
now part of the political landscape, this 
is realistically the last opportunity to 
move on and pursue a new career 
outside of Parliament. 

“Both David Cameron and the 
Conservative Party will continue to 
have my full and active support.” 


Mystery cat strolls onto 
police firing range 

The RSPCA is appealing for information after a 
tabby cat took a walk on the wild side, strolling 
past a firing range and into a police training 
centre in Gravesend. 

The adult tabby and white male cat was spotted 
at the centre in Mark Lane last Thursday and 
quickly made himself at home with the security 
guards at the gatehouse for a few days. 

Staff fed him and cared for him as they tried to 
find an owner. 

It is currently a bit of a mystery where the cat 
came from, as the centre is in a remote area far 
from any homes. 

Leanne Ferguson, security team leader, said: 
“We’re so far out here I just have no idea where he 
came from.” 

Ms Ferguson took the cat, thought to be around 
two or three years old, to a vet on Monday. 

The RSPCA were called and the cat, who is in 
good health, is being looked after by them until 
his owner can be traced. 


Farage book details 
'Purple Revolution’ 

UKIP leader Nigel Farage has written an explosive 
new book which promises to reveal how the party 
has been stealthily trying to poach MPs from other 
parties. 

Independent publisher Biteback, run by Pembury- 
based political expert and radio presenter Iain Dale, will 
be publishingThe Purple Revolution: The Year That 
Changed Everything in March. The company has also 
published Mr Farage’s autobiography, Flying Free. 

Mr Dale said:' We know people are desperate to 
learn more about Nigel Farage as a man and what he 
stands for. This is a book that could influence the 
outcome of the election.” 

The publisher says the book tells' ‘the untold story 
of the journey Ukip has travelled under Farage’s 
leadership, from the icy fringes of British politics all 
the way to Westminster, where it is poised to claim the 
popular vote. 

Mr Farage, who lives in Westerham, will be 
competing to win the South Thanet seat at the May 
general election. 


Row brews over 580 
new homes proposal 

COUNTRYSIDE campaigners are warning that 
proposals submitted for 580 new homes off Swan- 
stree Avenue in Sittingboume would cause severe 
damage to the countryside. 

CPRE Kent - the county branch of the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England - says that the scheme would 
be a disaster for the countryside - designated as a 
Special Landscape Area. 

The proposal would see land developed between 
Sittingboume and Rodmersham Green - an area 
described by those against the plans as ‘ ‘a vital green gap’ ’. 

The plans have been submitted by Gladman 
Developments Ltd and will be considered by Swale 
Borough Council over the coming weeks. 

Senior planner for CPRE Kent, Brian Lloyd, said: 
“This is an attempt by the developer to undermine 
the new Swale Local Plan by seeking to get planning 
permission for a greenfield site that has been rejected 
by the council in its new plan. 

‘ ‘There is no justification for giving up precious 
high quality land for development.’ ’ 


6 Week ending January 18,2015 


KEA 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 

















agenda 


KCC to discuss budget 
challenge for 2015/16 


KENT County Council chiefs will 
examine the proposed draft budget 
for 2015/16 and plot their medium 
term financial plan at County Hall 
this week. 

The growth, economic develop¬ 
ment and communities cabinet 
committee meets on Thursday 
faced with the task of balancing the 


county’s books after yet another 
round of deep cuts from central 
government. 

The committee will take on 
board issues raised during the 
budget consultation. It will then 
make recommendations ahead of 
the cabinet meeting on January 28 
and a meeting of full council on 


What will make next week’s headlines... 


RSPB gets set for annual 
Big Garden Birdwatch 



February 12. 

Savings of £96 million are 
needed this year alone - on top of 
£269m shaved off its budgets by 
Whitehall over the last three years. 


THE RSPB’s annual Big Garden 
Birdwatch returns next 
weekend. 

Last year around 500,000 
people took part across the UK, 
tasked with simply monitoring 
and recording all the birds they 
saw in their back garden over a 
one-hour period over the 
weekend. 


The survey gives the charity 
a snapshot of the health of the 
nation’s bird population. 

For the second year running 
the RSPB is also asking 
participants to share details of 
what other wildlife they see 
outside. 

Find out how to register at 
www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch. 


No police Unison strike 


TV drama films here 


...also_ 

Castle's hedge laying 

SISSINGHURST Castle’s popular hedge 
laying course returns later this month. 

The all-day course runs from 9.30am to 
4pm on January 30 and will provide those 
attending with all the information to help 
make the perfect hedge. 


KENT Police staff will not be involved in a 
24-hour strike on Friday in an on-going 
row over pay. 

Union Unison has called out its members 
across England and Wales. It does not 
include officers. 


PENSHURST Place and Dover Castle can 
be spotted in a new TV drama on Wednes¬ 
day after scenes were shot on location. 

They feature in the six-part Wolf Hall 
about Thomas Cromwell’s meteoric rise in 
the Tudor court. It’s on at 9pm. 


CCG agenda available 

THE first meeting of the year of NHS 
Dartford, Gravesham and Swanley CCG’s 
governing body takes place on January 27. 

The agenda can be downloaded from 
Tuesday by visiting the website dartford- 
gravesendswanleyccg.nhs ,uk. 



ENGLAND SINCE 1920 


Teramo Contemporary 150cm tapered 
rail bedstead. (Mattress Optional Extra). 

RRP £895 NOW £675 


Cosenza Retro designed large sofa in a choice of colours. 
Also available in different sizes and matching chair. 

RRP £1535 NOW £1155 


Montina Contemporary extending dining table, 
matching chairs and furniture available at Sale Prices. 
RRP £1095 NOW £825 


Design is at the 
heart of ercol. 
Integrating design 
and quality for 
comfort, function, 
durability and 
timeless beauty. 


Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 01227 766655 
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Funding cuts 
hit grammar 
schools hard 
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By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


A -LEVEL subjects like lan¬ 
guages, music and even 
physics could become a 
thing of the past in 
grammar schools be¬ 
cause of funding cuts made to educa¬ 
tion providers, according to experts. 

Reforms made to the 16 to 19-year- 
old funding formula means that sixth 
forms are now paid per student rath¬ 
er than per subject taught, and these 
cuts mean that students could also 
face bigger class sizes of up to 30 stu¬ 
dents and less teaching staff. 

Damian Green, MP for Ashford has 
claimed that it is grammar schools 
that are “appallingly affected by the 
unfairnesses in the funding system”, a 
sentiment echoed by fellow Tory, 
Dartford MP Gareth Johnson. 

Speaking to KoS, Mr Johnson said: 
“Unintended consequences mean 
there is a disproportionate impact on 
grammar schools. We are very proud 
of our grammar schools in Kent. 
“Grammar schools have been 


worse hit because their proportion¬ 
ally larger sixth form sizes mean the 
cuts will have a bigger impact, as 
funding for under-16s is more gener¬ 
ous, giving the schools less opportu¬ 
nity to reallocate budgets.” 

For this reason, non-selective 
schools with large sixth forms would 
also suffer. 

On top of this, grammar schools 
are unlikely to benefit for the extra 
funding available for students with 
low prior attainment or deprivation. 

David Anderson is the head teacher 
of Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
in Faversham, and a committee mem¬ 
ber of the Kent and Medway Grammar 
Schools Heads’ Association. 

He said: “The association did a 
survey, and found out that these cuts 
are having an impact across all 
grammar schools. We have seen 
funding cuts from £5,010 per student 
to £4,300, and this is set to drop to 
around £4,000. These issues are 
across the board, and we are con¬ 
cerned that in the future, some gram¬ 
mar schools will face insolvency, or 
have to take extreme measures.” 

There have been claims that a so- 


called ‘posh pupil premium’, where 
students who have attained all grade 
B or above at GCSE, could be awarded 
an additional £400-£800 funding in 
order to study an extra A-level, a pol¬ 
icy that would almost certainly ben¬ 
efit grammar schools. 

However, according to Mr Ander¬ 
son this premium does not actually 
exist yet, and is currently just an idea 
that is being discussed. 

He said: “We are all in a position 
where we are finding budgets are 
tighter, and we are having to make 
staff redundancies.” 

Former Gravesend headteacher 


Peter Read, who is now an education 
advisor, waded into the debate, de¬ 
scribing the cuts as “dreadful”. He 
said: “It is minority subjects that will 
suffer, as if there are less than 12 stu¬ 
dents taking a course, it will no long¬ 
er be financially viable to run. 

“Subjects such as English and 
maths will be ok, but subjects like 
languages, and even physics could 
bite the dust - it would be a tragedy as 
we need these subjects. 

“Those in charge of education poli¬ 
cy are going to have to make very dif¬ 
ficult decisions and there are no are¬ 
as that can be comfortably cut. With 


this one in particular, I think the 
consequences are very visible. I 
would hate to have to choose which 
bits of funding to cut myself though.” 

A Department of Education spokes¬ 
man said: “We have protected the 
schools’ budget in real terms - allow¬ 
ing us to ensure all councils are re¬ 
ceiving the same amount per pupil as 
in 2010. It is down to councils to de¬ 
termine exactly how that funding is 
given to individual schools, but we 
have made sure that no school’s 
budget falls by more than 1.5 per cent 
from one year to the next. 

“All state schools, including gram- 


FREE microchipping 
from Dogs Trust 
at a vet near you! 

Microchip ping helps identify your dog if lost or 

stolen and it will soon be a legal obligation for all 
dogs to be chipped - so don't mess out. 

Call: 0330 123 0334 or 
visit www.chipinydog.org.uk 

for your nearest participating vet. 



vv»” DogsTrust 


Registered Charity Number; 227523 
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FREE WINE 
ON FRIDAY NIGHTS 




Dinner for two 
with a 

complimentary 
bottle of House Wine 

Eastwell Manor is delighted to present 
Lisa Barrett Smith playing live Jazz music in 
The Pavilion Restaurant. Choose from our 
extensive a la carte menu or specials board. 

Terms and conditions apply. Orders must be for a minimum of two 
courses per person including a main course. This offer is valid on 
Friday nights during January - March 2015 (excluding 13.02.2015). 


To make your reservation, please call The Pavilion on 01233 213100 
or email: pavilion@eastwellmanor.co.uk 

Eastwell Park, Boughton Lees, Ashford, Kent TN25 4HR www.eastwellmanor.co.uk 
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BUDGET CUTS: Could see 


class sizes grow 




mar schools, are funded in exactly 
the same way. We have ended the his¬ 
toric and unfair funding difference 
between post-16 schools and colleges 
by funding them per student, rather 
than discriminating between qualifi¬ 
cations. These changes affect all post- 
16 schools and colleges, so it is not 
true to say this has ‘unintended con¬ 
sequences’ on grammar schools. 

“We have also increased funding 
for those that successfully study four 
or more A-levels and large TechBacc 
programmes, giving schools and col¬ 
leges the green light to further help 
their most able students.” 


Family ‘heartbroken’ at death 


More than 40,000 had joined a Facebook site hoping to find him, but last Sunday 
hope was extinguished as the body of Pat Lamb was found in the River Medway. 
Molly Kersey speaks to his girlfriend at the end of a traumatic and tragic week. 


T RIBUTES have poured in 
this week after the body of 
missing Pat Lamb was for¬ 
mally identified after being 
found in the River Medway 
last weekend. 

Mr Lamb, 28, who had grown up in 
Whistable and Canterbury, had gone 
missing after a night out in Maid¬ 
stone on December 13, sparking a 
massive hunt to find him. 

The last sighting of him on CCTV 
saw him walking in the direction of 
the Medway. 

Police recovered his body from 
Cuxton marina last Sunday after it 
was spotted by a passer-by. His re¬ 
mains were formally identified on 
Wednesday. A report has now been 
sent to the coroner. An inquest to es¬ 
tablish the cause of death is expected 
to be opened soon. His phone and 
wallet were found on his body. 

Spearheading the campaign was 
his girlfriend of six years, Natasha 
Morgan, whom he shared a home 
with in Greenhithe. 

Speaking to KoS this week, a devas¬ 
tated Ms Morgan said: “This news is 
so heartbreaking for everyone who 
loved him and for everyone he loved. 
He was taken too soon from us and 
my heart will be forever broken. 


“He was a special person and it is 
the little things I will miss. I keep ex¬ 
pecting him to walk through the door 
and say ‘hello muffin’.” 

Harnessing social media, more than 
40,000 people had followed a Face- 
book page set up to try and find him. 

A subsequent online petition, set 
up by Cathleen Breen or Orpington, 
has already secured 2,000 signa¬ 
tures calling for the banks of the Med¬ 
way to be fenced off to “prevent more 
tragic and unnecessary deaths”. 

It is not the first time a reveller has 
gone missing after falling into the river. 

Kieron Knowiden, 25, a father-of- 
one from Tonbridge was recovered 
from the river last March after going 
missing for two weeks. 

Chief Inspector Susie Harper of 
Kent Police said: “I would like to reit¬ 
erate my thanks to all those who have 
supported the search for Patrick. 

“This includes Kent Search and 
Rescue, and the many people who 
have shared appeals for information 
via social media, and volunteers who 
gave up their own time to assist with 
the search. 

“We would ask that they are now 
left to grieve in private.” 

■ For all the latest news see our 
site www.kentnews.co.uk. TRAGIC: Pat Lamb had been missing since December 13 




Family-£12.50 

(2 Adults and up to 
4 children) 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 

rtiMdtiA« @ CORGI 


*Under 18s must be accompanied by an adult. 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 


*00 Humbrol 


Open 7 days 
a week 
10am - 4pm 
Mon-Sun 


Ticket Prices 
(Outside of the 
weekend event!) 


Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-£2.50 




cm 



Volunteer- 


East Kent 


Do you like driving? 

Do you have time on your hands? 
Do you like helping others? 



If yuu've answered Vos Iu these simple quesbona you could be jusl the person were 

looksnp for VGfcintoef Centres across East Km\ are r&auibng voMeer drivers for thair 
1/anspetlse*vioe. Volumeetsuse their own ears io iafceelderEy trail or drsahted people to 
essential appointments. You won't be oul of pocket and are sura to find this opportunely e 
rewarding and enriching exponOnce. 

Give u$ a call now on 0300 36$ 004$ and select the number for your 
district. 
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3007 

3700 


For more 


nformation on our services go to: 

o n n ect i o n s4y o u - n et 


AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 


Gatwick and Heathrow daily for only 


£40 I £75 

SINGLE PER PERSON RETURN PER PERSON 

Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


7f £65 I £120 

• j 2 PEOPLE SINGLE 2 PEOPLE RETURN 


PICK UP POINTS 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


Arrival Date 

Nights 

Departure Date 

Board 

Duration 

Single 

Couple 

9th May 2015 

5 

14th May 2015 

HB 

Sat-Thurs 

£425 

£650 

22nd May 2015 

4 

26th May 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£390 

£565 

7th June 2015 

6 

13th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

21st June 2015 

6 

27th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

17th July 2015 

4 

21st July 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£425 

£645 

10th Aug 2015 

6 

16th Aug 2015 

HB 

Mon-Sun 

£510 

£845 

31st Aug 2015 

4 

4th Sept 2015 

HB 

Mon-Fri 

£425 

£685 

13th Sept 2015 

6 

19th Sept 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

23rd Sept 2015 

4 

27th Sept 2015 

HB 

Wed-Sat 

£425 

£650 


Enjoy any of ou r 

if an ? 6n, ' 9hts tays 

in lovely Newquay in 
Picturesque Cornwall 

( ayment plans are available) 


These prices include: Transport 
to and from Newquay, Hotel incl 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Full Day Trip (incl Entrance Fee) 
to EDEN PROJECT in St. Austell, 
Cornwall and Half Day trip to 
PADSTOW. 



Our chosen Hotel is situated right on the seafront in Newquay with its 
stunning beaches. It is just a 10 minute walk from Newquay Town Centre 
and just 200 yards from Tolcarne Beach. There are plenty of facilities at 
the hotel, including a heated indoor swimming pool, jacuzzi and sauna, as 
well as an enclosed outdoor terrace and patio. Also at the hotel is a beauty 


salon and games room. There is a coffee shop which offers a selection of 
light snacks and refreshments. The hotel has a main ballroom which offers 
entertainment throughout the year and has a large dance floor and bar, it’s a 
popular spot each evening and a perfect place to relax and unwind whilst 
enjoying your holiday in this glorious part of the south-west, m Find us on 

■ 1 Facebook 


To Book or for more information call: Connections4youLtd on 01843 823007 / 823700 

www.connections4you.net 
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Will £lm fund help crack down 
on those flouting planning laws? 

Eric Pickles this week unveiled councils could dip into a special cash pot available to them to help 
take those seriously abusing planning regulations to court. Jamie Weir looks at what it will mean 


F OR anyone involved in the 
planning process on coun¬ 
cils in our county, the issues 
of the unscrupulous build¬ 
ing without the correct 
planning permission is nothing new. 

Build and the chances are you’ll be 
granted retrospective permission - too 
late of course for any local objections to 
be lodged - or face a lengthy legal battle 
which can hoover up thousands of 
pounds of local taxpayer money. 

However, this week, the govern¬ 
ment announced a new pot of cash for 
councils - the Planning Enforcement 
Fund - which will help to pay up to 
£10,000 per case to challenge devel¬ 
opment which ‘seriously’ flouts plan¬ 
ning rules. 

It hopes to tackle everyone from 
those adding unauthorised home ex¬ 
tensions to those building much larg¬ 
er developments. 

While this happens across the 
county, the decision over which cases 
to pursue is becoming a tougher call 
to make with central government 
funding constantly eroding the local 
authority’s public purse. 

An example was when Gravesham 
Borough Council took a traveller cou¬ 
ple to court after they moved their mo¬ 
bile home onto land without gaining 
the necessary consent. The case was 
won, but at a cost. 

The legal costs of getting a court in¬ 
junction can easily consume up to 
£13,000. All of which means this new 
envelope of money has become of 


greater significance to cash-strapped 
local authorities. 

Alec Lauder - development control 
manager at Dartford Borough Council 
- explained: “There’s every prospect 
we’ll use this fund, as although we 
don’t use injunctions very often, they 
are extremely useful when we do. 

“In the past we have had to really 
think about taking out an injunction 
and sometimes it has put us off as they 
can be extremely expensive, and espe¬ 
cially now, as local authority budgets 
are decreasing, its becoming more im¬ 
portant to keep costs down.” 

Paul Watkins is the Conservative 
leader of Dover District Council. He 
told KoS: “It’s great that the resources 
are being put in to help enforcement of 
the planning system, as historically 
this has been hampered by insuffi¬ 
cient resources. Planning enforce¬ 
ment is an important part of ensuring 
that the right development goes in the 
right place.” 

Planning charity the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England (CPRE) is also 
pleased that money is being pumped 
in to making sure illegal development 
is stopped. 

Brian Lloyd is the senior planner at 
the charity’s Kent branch. 

He told KoS: “We need to ensure 
residents are protected from inappro¬ 
priate development ruining their 
home environment and threatening 
our countryside. 

“The planning system is there for a 
reason and should be adhered to. We 


hope this fund will mean more action 
is taken in Kent against people who 
believe they can ignore the planning 
system and nothing will be done. We 
call on authorities to take decisive ac¬ 
tion at an early stage, if necessary by 
taking out court injunctions.” 

According to figures from central 
Government, over the last 10 years 
there have been an average 60 court 
injunctions to stop unauthorised devel¬ 
opment ordered across the UK each 
year. It’s not a lot, but it is a last resort. 

But fighting unauthorised develop¬ 
ment is only part of the positive aspect 
on the new funding according to Cllr 
Watkins. 

The Dover leader said: “The new re¬ 
sources are positive, but that’s only one 
side of the coin. Another element of this 
is that it helps to redress the criticism 
that the government’s new planning 
system is loaded in favour of developers, 
and will always say yes to development. 
But this shows that actually, the govern¬ 
ment is willing to help councils get 
tough on development when it shouldn’t 
be happening.” 

That is also the message from the 
minister for communities and local 
government - which announced the 
new fund - Eric Pickles. 

He said: “We believe in putting pow¬ 
er back in the hands of local commu¬ 
nities and empowering councils to 
take action against those who do not 
play by the rules. 

“Councils should not be afraid of us¬ 
ing court injunctions for serious plan¬ 


ning breaches and this new £1 million 
enforcement fund gives councils extra 
resources in the fight against unau¬ 
thorised development. 

“The public rightly expects fair play 
in the planning system. Law-abiding 
residents follow the rules and obtain 
planning permission so they find it 
galling to see others who don’t. That’s 
why we set up this new fund to help 
councils act swiftly to stop unauthor¬ 
ised development.” 

But while many are celebrating the 
funding, others point out that the pot 
is relatively small and the ability to ac¬ 
cess the funding only when a court 
injunction is necessary. 


PERMITTING planning consent 
for development is one of the key 
tasks of local authorities. 

They have power over all work 
in their areas; a balancing act of 
progress and protection. 

To tackle unauthorised 
developments, they have a 
variety of enforcement measures. 

Temporary Stop Notices can be 
used to stop any development 
dead in its tracks. These can be 
used by councils while they 
investigate the development or 
build a case against it. 

Enforcement notices can be 
served against those ignoring 


A spokesman for Gravesham council 
said: “We will draw on this fund if nec¬ 
essary. However court injunctions are 
rare and only used as a last resort.” 

The council spokesman also point¬ 
ed out that the pot of cash seemed 
small on a national scale. 

He said: “The sum will fund 90 such 
cases nationwide for a year so it’s 
spread across 300-plus local authori¬ 
ties. So, less than one apiece.” 

■ Do you think this will work? 
Share your views and join the de¬ 
bate. Write to: The Editor, KoS, 
Kent House, 81 Station Road, Ash¬ 
ford TN23 1JJ. Or email us at edi- 
torial@kosmedia.co.uk. 


planning rules. These will set out 
what the planning breach is, what 
needs to be done to correct it, and 
the timeframe to do so. If ignored, 
the offender can be prosecuted 
and fined up to £20,000. 

Stop notices can only be issued 
after an enforcement notice has 
been issued. They instantly stop 
further development, and may, in 
exceptional cases, require 
removal of development. There is 
no right of appeal, and it is an 
offence to breach a stop notice. 

In serious cases, court injunc¬ 
tions can be sought and failure to 
comply can mean prison. 


MEASURES IN THE ARSENAL 
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Theme park fined after toddler 
left with head injuries after fall 

A major investigation into how a four-year-old girl could fall through a broken fence and be left with a 
cracked skull and bleeding on the brain, has resulted in Chessington World of Adventures being fined 


O NE of the nation’s top 
theme parks has been hit 
with a heavy fine after a 
young girl suffered severe 
head injuries after falling 
14ft as she queued to get on one of its 
most popular rides. 

Chessington World of Adventures 
was told it must pay £150,000 after 
the four-year-old girl from Kent fell as 
she queued for the Tomb Blaster ride 
at the park in June 2012. 

The child, who cannot be named 
for legal reasons, received a fractured 
skull and bleeding on the brain after 
the fall. She also suffered broken ribs. 
It left her in hospital for a month after 
the event. 

The park said it “deeply regrets” the 
incident but insists its safety stand¬ 
ards are among the very best. 

Now the family of the injured girl - 
who may never fully recover from the 
extensive injuries she received-is calling 
on all attractions to toughen up their 
safety precautions to prevent any repeat. 

The company which operates the 
popular site, which borders the Lon¬ 
don Borough of Kingston upon 
Thames and Surrey, pleaded guilty 
after being prosecuted by the Health 
and Safety Executive. 

The victim’s family say they are re¬ 
lieved that the park’s owners have ac¬ 
cepted responsibility for the incident 
and say they hope all public attrac¬ 
tions will take steps to improve safety 
for young children. 

Chessington World of Adventures 
Operations Ltd pleaded guilty over 
safety breaches after the girl fell 
through a wooden queuing platform 
due to a missing panel. The company 
was fined £150,000 plus costs of 
12 Week ending January 18, 2015 


some £21,614 after pleading guilty to 
breaching the Health and Safety at 
Work Act 1974 

A hearing at Guildford Crown 
Court heard the HSE had identified 
that a rotting paling in the fence had 
fallen out on the morning of the inci¬ 
dent, having been dislodged, and that 
the whole fence showed evidence of 
serious weakening. 

Claire Howard, a specialist serious 
injury lawyer at Irwin Mitchell’s 
Southampton office representing the 
girl’s family, said: “The family was 
naturally devastated after the acci¬ 
dent and feared the worst. 

“She suffered serious head injuries 
and needs specialist support and re¬ 
habilitation to help her to overcome 
the trauma. 

“It is unknown what her long term 
prognosis will be but the rehabilita¬ 
tion package that we have imple¬ 
mented gives her parents peace of 
mind that she is making the best pos¬ 
sible recovery and is enabling them to 
get their lives back on track. 

“Although the HSE prosecution is 
now over, the civil claim continues. 

“She still has years of difficulty 
ahead of her because of her injuries 
and the likelihood is that she may 
have to live with the consequences of 
this incident forever.” 

The girl’s parents, from Sheppey, is¬ 
sued a joint statement after the hear¬ 
ing saying: “The past few years have 
been very tough for all the family but 
she has got stronger and stronger 
which has kept us going. 

“We wanted to know exactly how 
this incident was able to happen and 
how she could fall so far while queu¬ 
ing for a children’s ride. 


“One minute we were enjoying a 
fun day out and the next she is fight¬ 
ing for her life. We are grateful that 
the HSE carried out a thorough inves¬ 
tigation and we are relieved that the 
criminal trial is now over and the 
park’s owners have accepted respon¬ 
sibility for the accident. 

“This should never have happened 
and we hope that both Chessington 
World of Adventures and other public 
attractions learn from this to improve 
safety in future.” 

After the sentencing, investigating 
HSE inspector Karen Morris said: 
“This was a disastrous and horrifying 
incident for the child and her parents. 
They had travelled from their home in 
Kent for a fun day out together at this 
well-known attraction only to find 
themselves hours later in an intensive 
care ward with their daughter. 


“Quite simply, Chessington had in¬ 
sufficient measures in place to prevent 
or control the risk of falling from the 
raised walkway in the first place - and 
this was not just a couple of feet from 
the ground but nearly four metres. 

“This incident shows the impor¬ 
tance of implementing robust systems 
for checking and maintaining all as¬ 
pects of rides, and this includes the 
walkways and fencing associated with 
queuing and where people gather.” 

A statement from the park said: 
“Chessington World of Adventures 
regards the health and safety of its 
guests and employees as its number 
one priority. 

“The resort has an excellent safety 
record with no previous convictions or 
enforcement notices against it, and 
every year invests significant resources 
in maintenance and safety measures. 


“What happened to the young child 
was an isolated incident which we 
deeply regret, and from the outset we 
have put in place a package of support 
for the child and the family which will 
continue for as long as is required. 

“We also co-operated fully with the 
HSE investigation. 

“This showed both a rigorous in¬ 
spection and maintenance regime, 
and evidence not only of very swift 
action by staff, but also that the pal¬ 
ing was dislodged by the application 
of exceptional force upon it shortly 
before the accident. 

“Nevertheless, following the inci¬ 
dent in 2012, we worked with the 
HSE to act on all their comments, in¬ 
cluding putting some additional 
measures in place such as the instal¬ 
lation of a new metal safety fencing 
along the queue line.” 


SCENE OF THE FALL: A RECIPE FOR DISASTER 


THE accident occurred while the 
victim and her family were 
queuing for the Tomb Blaster ride 
at the theme park in June 2012. 

During the hearing at Guild¬ 
ford Crown Court, it was re¬ 
vealed that, after its investigation, 
the Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) had identified that a rotting 
paling [a wooden post] in the 
fence (pictured) had fallen out on 
the morning of the incident, 
having been dislodged, and that 
the whole fence showed evidence 
of serious weakening. 

Explained the HSE: “However, 
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Chessington did not have either 
an adequate system of checking 
and inspecting the fencing or a 
maintenance process to ensure 
faults were identified and 
rectified.” 

The investigation revealed the 
fence palings, which were 
examined in detail, were found to 
have evidence of rot. 

HSE told the court that an 
adequate maintenance regime 
and reporting system would have 
captured details of regular 
repairs and identified problems 
and trends. 
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Established 1981 

iL>s^pcr< 

Over 55,000 customers! 



Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 

5 WINDOWS 
£1,890i£? AT 
WINDOWS 

7 


Our January Sale Now On! 

.Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


-OO 

inc VAT 



inc VA‘ 

7 WINDOWS 

£ 2,6 16 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£ 1.861 ^ fl 




WINDOWS 

£ 1,861 

WINDOWS 

£2,364^ 

WINDOWS 


-OO 

inc VAT 


20 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


r 


Celebrating over 34 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
; ■ available on request. 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! Order now for fitting before Christmas 





Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 



PfcT u i'MAWt .Ij 



Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze it! 

All of our installers are CRB checked. 



AS HEARD ON heart 

1031 102.3 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Mornsons) ______ __ 

ft' A Q A CQR Open 6 days a week ^ ‘SgffigS 

R WWw Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square Sittingbourne 01795 422 877 Head office and fetctories ctt Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. ap 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com 1 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 



A&Es in crisis: 
‘We came close 
to not having 
enough beds’ 

As more than 20 emergency departments put 
themselves on ‘major incident’ footing earlier 
this month, sparking a national outcry, Kent 
avoided such as step. Sarah Linney speaks to 
our hospitals to find out why we fared better. 


C AREFUL planning, 
help from other 
parts of the health 
service and staff 
who brought new 
meaning to the word dedica¬ 
tion have helped Kent’s hospi¬ 
tals get through the winter 
A&E crisis. 

Just. 

Jane Ely, interim director of 
operations at East Kent Hospi¬ 
tals University NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust, says that although 
its three hospitals (the Wil¬ 
liam Harvey in Ashford, the 
QEQM in Margate and the 
Kent and Canterbury) man¬ 
aged to cope, there were mo¬ 
ments when the trust was not 
far off waving the distress 
flag. 

“We had times when we 
had too many people in A&E 
and we were concerned,” she 
said. 

“We came close to not hav¬ 
ing enough beds for the pa¬ 
tients who needed them, and 
where people were in a bed 
but were kept waiting too 
long to be on a ward. 

“It feels relentless some¬ 


times as it is one day after the 
next. You want to protect 
your staff and make sure they 
get the rest they need.” 

Had things got much 
worse, the trust would have 
had to ask for help, she said. 

Across the country earlier 
this month the alarm was 
raised as hospitals hit break¬ 
ing point and declared ‘major 
incident’ status. 

In what seemed to be a 
flood of cases, more than 20 
found themselves swamped. 

Possible measures would 
have included seeing if any 
other hospitals were able to 
spare staff to help, or take 
care of extra patients 
temporarily. 

Of particular concern was 
just what was causing the in¬ 
crease. With the winter 
weather mild, there appeared 
to be no clear indicator as to 
why emergency departments 
were struggling. 

The analysis of just what 
happened continues but 
would appear to be a blend of 
too many people going to 
A&E rather than a GP or mi¬ 


nor injury unit, so called ‘bed 
blockers’ who are well 
enough to go home but don’t 
have the relevant care in 
place to be released, and fund¬ 
ing pressures. 

Kent, however, avoided fol¬ 
lowing many in taking such a 
step. 

“Quite often in those situa¬ 
tions people will say we have 
a member of staff who can 
help you,” Miss Ely explained. 

Mercifully, however, this 
didn’t have to happen - al¬ 
though a number of opera¬ 
tions had to be cancelled, in¬ 
cluding 11 in one day at the 
QEQM. 

“We reviewed all patients 
on a daily basis and we didn’t 
cancel any urgent operations 
or cancer patients,” Miss Ely 
added. 

“But we cancelled some 
non-urgent surgery, for 
which we are very sorry, as 
we do realise the impact that 
has, but we had to prioritise 
the beds for patients who 
needed them. We were able 
to manage most patients 
as day cases - they came in 



PRESSURE : Medway Maritime in Gillingham has seen figures to A&E soar 
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PRO-NHS PARTY POINT FINGER AT FUNDING 



TEAM: Many hospitals only managed to keep admitting patients due to dedication of staff 


early and went home late.” 

Morag Jackson, chief oper¬ 
ating officer of Medway Foun¬ 
dation Trust, which runs 
Medway Maritime Hospital, 
agreed. “There were huge 
pressures across the whole 
system,” she said. 

“Our entire focus over the 
period of time was on how we 
managed the acute patients, 
made sure they were safe, 
moved them onto the wards 
and discharged them. 

“We made sure that the ex¬ 
ecs were in, which doesn’t 
necessarily help look after pa¬ 
tients, but we made sure they 
were doing all the liaison - 
phonecalls to other health 
bodies - so our clinical staff 
could look after patients and 
their families.” 

Medway also cancelled all 
non-urgent operations last 
week and the week before, 
and was due to review the sit¬ 
uation on Friday (as KoS went 
to press). Operations on pa¬ 
tients with cancer or life- 
threatening conditions were 
not affected. 

“We had to make sure we 
were completely focused on 
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being able to move patients 
through the emergency de¬ 
partment,” Mrs Jackson said. 

But it was the staff, Miss Ely 
said, who really got the trust 
through. 

“All our staff went way be¬ 
yond what we expected,” she 
said. 

“We had a lot of people can¬ 
cel leave and come in, or peo¬ 
ple volunteering to stay later. 
The executive director, the 
medical director and the chief 
nurse were all in at weekends 
working. 

“We had doctors who were 
still there at 2 am when nor¬ 
mally they would be finishing 
in the early evening. 

“It was an amazing re¬ 
sponse and I am really proud.” 

Mrs Jackson in Medway 
agreed. “Our staff were great, 
both on the front line and eve¬ 
rywhere else,” she said. 

“But we don’t want every¬ 
one working lots of additional 
hours and ending up burned 
out themselves.” 

Miss Ely said that good 
preparation - and learning 
from the past - had also 
helped. 


“We planned well ahead as 
much as we could and moni¬ 
tored the situation daily,” she 
said. 

“We alerted people if we 
were under pressure, and SE- 
CAMB [the ambulance serv¬ 
ice] put a member of their 
team into all our major 
departments. 

“They have different infor¬ 
mation from us, they can tell 
us how many ambulances we 
should expect that day, if they 
are seeing a higher than ex¬ 
pected demand, and they can 
see if a 999 call comes in. We 
record people as soon as they 
arrive, but they can tell us 
who is going to arrive and we 
can plan for the next couple of 
hours. 

“We have GPs in A&E too, 
and SECAMB will assess a pa¬ 
tient so sometimes those pa¬ 
tients can be directed to them.” 

The health service also ran 
extensive media campaigns 
letting people know about al¬ 
ternatives to A&E - such as 
minor injury units or phar¬ 
macies - and some surgeries 
were open seven-days-a- 
week. 


IT’S not the patients’ fault for turning 
up at A&E unnecessarily - it’s chronic 
underfunding which has led to the 
system becoming overstretched, 
Kent’s National Health Action Party 
candidate says. 

Paul Hobday, who is standing for the 
pro-NHS party in Maidstone and the 
Weald against Conservative Helen 
Grant, said: “This is our NHS brought 
to its knees by this government’s pro¬ 
gramme of underfunding, cuts, clo¬ 
sures and chaotic management. 

“We need to stop blaming patients 
for turning up at A&E unnecessarily. If 
you look closely at the figures, the 


number of people attending A&E in 
December was actually lower than in 
the summer. In the weeks ending De¬ 
cember 21 and 28, there were 289,530 
and 262,879 people attending major 
A&E departments, compared with 
298,955 in the week ending June 22 
and 298,711 in the week ending July 20. 

“The real issue is the lack of capacity 
of hospitals to admit and care for pa¬ 
tients, causing pressure in A&E. The UK 
has the second lowest number of hospi¬ 
tal beds per capita in Europe. And the 
government’s programme of down¬ 
grading and closing A&Es and urgent 
care centres is fuelling the A&E logjam.” 



SALE ENDS 

TH JANUARY 


P&OI 

FERRIES 


YOUR TRIP. YOUR SHIP 


DOVER - CALAIS 




CHOOSE TO 

SAVE £40 NOW 

CHOOSE TO ARRIVE EARLY. OR A LITTLE LATER 


Book a Standard Flexi ticket 
in our January sale and you 
can save £40 plus you'll have 
the freedom to change your 
plans with no hidden fees. 

Book direct at 

poferries.com 

or call 

08712 220 122 


Terms and Conditions: Free Standard Flexi ticket upgrade promotion is available to book up to the 30th January 2015 for travel 
completed in 2015. Promotion cannot be combined with any other offer or discount and may be withdrawn without prior notice. 
£40 saving relates to standard return duration tickets only. Promotion must be booked 24hrs in advance of travel and excludes Day 
Trip and Foot Passenger bookings. Standard Flexi tickets are fully refundable and can be amended free of charge subject to any 
change in price between the original booking and that of the new booking. Subject to full Promotion Conditions and P&O Ferries' 
Terms of business, available at poferries.com 


KEA 


Week endingjanuary 18, 2015 15 













DON’T MAKE A&E YOUR FIRST CALL 



STEPS: Some minor operations at the QEQM i n Margate were cancelled 


“The sense we get is that the mes¬ 
sage has made people think twice be¬ 
fore coming to A&E,” Miss Ely said. 

“According to a report we have 
had, younger people are using it as 
their first port of call as large num¬ 
bers of them are still not registered 
with their GP. Or sometimes we have 
people saying they have come for a 
second opinion. 

“The issue is minor injuries that 
could be seen elsewhere, and the 
number of people coming to A&E 
with those has reduced. 

“But as a population we have for¬ 
gotten basic first aid, and we still see a 
proportion of people who didn’t need 
to come to us and should have gone to 
a minor injuries unit.” 

Mrs Jackson added: “The message 
went out to GPs asking them to see 
patients in their home or in the 
surgery. 

“And we work very closely with 
community and social care to make 
sure that if patients could go to a 
more appropriate place, or go home, 
then that’s what happened. 

“We saw up to a 30 per cent in¬ 
crease in the number of patients com¬ 
pared with last year, and we are see¬ 
ing an increase in the number of 
patients coming to A&E anyway as 
the population is ageing. 

“We have a nurse who assesses all 
the patients when they come in, to see 
if they need acute care or to see the 
GP on site, and normally about 25 per 
cent of patients who present at A&E 
go to the GP, but over the last few 
weeks this reached 30 per cent. 
Sometimes that’s to do with the 
availability of appointments, or 
sometimes people want to see a doc¬ 
tor immediately.” 

However, Miss Ely stressed that 


most of the patients who had come to 
A&E genuinely did need to be there - 
and that people who were concerned, 
or who had symptoms such as chest 
pains or breathing problems, should 
call 999 or 111. 

“We have seen some quite ill pa¬ 
tients this year - and more patients 
over 75,” she added. 

“It’s not all about drunk people, or 
people using A&E rather than going 
to their GP. There have been small 
amounts of that, but we have seen 
high numbers of sick people. 


“The needs of patients have also in¬ 
creased compared with last year. 
There were more people who needed 
support to get out of hospital again. 
The need for care homes and 
residential homes has been 
unprecedented and we are going to 
look into that as a team in more de¬ 
tail, as sometimes that delayed those 
people going home. 

“Quite a few of our patients have 
long-standing conditions. A chest 
infection on top of diabetes can 
make it quite complex and it 


KENT’S eight clinical commis¬ 
sioning groups (CCGs) - the 
bodies responsible for organ¬ 
ising healthcare in the county 
and comprising local GPs - ran 
a campaign in the media from 
October onwards to raise 
awareness of alternatives to 
A&E for out-of-hours care. 

The CCGs also worked to¬ 
gether to develop an award¬ 
winning app, called Health Help 
Now, to help people work out 
where they need to go for care. 

The app lists common symp¬ 
toms and suggests the best 


place for treatment, with direc¬ 
tions to the nearest services 
and opening times. It includes 
advice for all age groups, in¬ 
cluding babies, children, teen¬ 
agers, adults and the elderly. 

The campaign also reminded 
people who need medical help 
fast but are not a 999 emergency 
to dial the NHS for free on 111. 

Other things people can do 
include taking exercise, stock¬ 
ing their medicine cabinet, not 
drinking too much and asking 
their GP to call them back if 
they can’t get to their surgery. 



needs to be managed carefully.” 

Medway was, in fact, the second 
worst A&E in England according to 
figures released last week, and the 
hospital has now been in special 
measures for 18 months, but Mrs 
Jackson, who was appointed in No¬ 
vember, says the new board are deter¬ 
mined to sort out its problems. 

“We have a new chairman, chief 
nurse, financial director and operat¬ 
ing officer and we are advertising for 
a chief executive,” she said. 

“There is an 18-month plan and we 


are committed to turning this round. 

“Some of the issues are not A&E’s 
fault. It’s because we haven’t got 
enough beds, and that is often be¬ 
cause we are not able to discharge 
patients quickly enough to their own 
home or to community healthcare. 

“We need to make sure that if 
there’s a way of getting them safely 
back to their own home, we discharge 
them quicker than we are managing 
at the moment. This requires real 
joined-up working between us and 
community services.” 



Fancy a Lighter Celebration? 

Enjoy a delicious and romantic Afternoon Tea, including a 
glass of sparkling Chapel Down “Chalksole Vintage Reserve” 

From £59 for two 

Loving lunch? 

Enjoy a luscious Lunch, including a Bellini and delicious 5 
course lunch. 

Just £98 for two 

Want to make a night of it? 

Stay overnight on 13th February, including your 
Romantic Dinner and Delicious Breakfast 

Just £199 for two 


AT ALKHAM 

To check availability and make vour booking 


To check availability and make your booking 
please call a member of our team on 01304 873 410 
or visit themarquisatalkham.co.uk 

The Marquis at Alkham, Alkham Valley Road, Alkham, Dover. Kent CT15 7DF 


The Denture Clinic 



“Smile with Confidence” 

Enjoy a 10% discount 
on all new dentures 
started in January 

Call today for a FREE initial consultation 
31 Roper Close, Canterbury, 01227 764241 
110 High Street, Broadstairs, 01843 600789 

www.dentureclinicincanterbury.co.uk 

www.dentureclinicinbroadstairs.co.uk 
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♦ End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 

01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 


/A 


PI 





Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

•Uniform prices paid at both depots • 


Bright Wire £3,400 per tonne • New Production Brass Cuttings £2,600 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £880 per tonne • Household Cable £1,000 per tonne 
Lead £960 per tonne • Copper water cylinders £42 each 


Prices applicable until Tuesday 20th January 2015 


_ 
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All other non-ferrous metals purchased with immediate payment 





To advertise in this section 

Call 01233 653465 
www.kentnews.co.uk 


newspapers magazines online events mobile and iPad 
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Example: 


A Denver Log Cabin 

5m (16’5”)x4m (13’1”) 
Double glazed, 

45mm timber & Platinum Package 

comprising of 


All this for £8,749 

NOW...£6,999 ...SAVING £1,750 


AN Cabin Packages include FULL INSTALLATION 


cabin shown is Eldorado 


• Log Cabin 

• Delivered 

• Full construction 

• Felt shingle roof 


• Structural timber base 

• Supply of paint treatment 

• Roof insulation 

• Laminate flooring 


Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 


www.needextraspace.co.uk 

0845 4599444 

Johnsons Nursery, Chestfield, Kent, CT5 3JD 

Polhill Garden Centre, Halstead, Sevenoaks, Kent, TNI 4 7AD 
Newnham Court Shopping Village, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 5LH 
Bybrook Barn Garden Centre, Ashford, Kent, TN24 9JZ 

Elm Court Garden Centre, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 3JQ 

Hawley Garden Centre & Nursery Ltd, Dartford, Kent, DA2 7RB 

01227 793717 

01959 533466 

01622 730777 

01233 878412 

01634 405859 

01322 294560 

chestfield@needextraspace.co.uk 

polhill@needextraspace.co.uk 

maidstone@ needextraspace.co.uk 

ashford@needextraspace.co.uk 

gillingham@needextraspace.co.uk 

dartford@needextraspace.co.uk 



18 Week ending January 18, 2015 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 








Ex-anorexic: 
I can’t bear 
hearing of 
friends’ new 
year diets 


For the majority of us, seeking out a 
calorie-busting regime in the new year 
is an annual process. But for those who 
have suffered the hell of an eating 
disorder, this time of year brings with it 
a whole host of challenges to overcome. 


By Sarah Linney 

sarah. Linney@archant.co.uk 


W HEN it comes to 
January there are 
three things that 
you can be sure of. 
The weather will 
be glum, the shops will have sales and 
everyone is on a diet. 

The detoxes, denial and carb-cut- 
ting of the new year follow the mince 
pies and mulled wine of Christmas as 
surely as night follows day. At best, 
it’s all a bit irritating for those who 
don’t buy into the national weight 
loss obsession. 

At worst, if you’re one of the 30,000 
or so people in Kent who suffer from 
an eating disorder, it can worsen 
your condition and be a barrier to 
your recovery. 

Dance teacher Gemma Phazey, 
from Canterbury, is in recovery from 
anorexia, but says she still finds the 
post-Christmas period very hard. 

“It’s just horrible. I hate this time of 
year,” Miss Phazey said. 

“Some of my friends are on diets 
and I have to say to them: don’t talk to 
me about them. I don’t want to know 
if you have lost weight. 

“There are so many adverts every¬ 
where for weight loss programmes 
and weight loss tablets. I have to 
switch them off as I can’t watch them. 
And it seems like it’s everywhere now 
with social media.” 

Of course the vast majority of people 
will either shed the weight they want 
or simply give up. But others - almost 
always as a consequence of other is¬ 
sues in their lives - will go too far. 

It is estimated around 10 per cent 
will become anorexic - a serious 
mental health condition, which will 
see sufferers dramatically limit their 
food intake in a bid to attain a low 
weight, make themselves vomit and 
exercise excessively. 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Around 40 per cent will be bulim¬ 
ic, which tends to involve binge eat¬ 
ing, then inducing vomiting or tak¬ 
ing laxatives in a bid to get rid of the 
food. 

The rest will fall into unspecified 
variations on the theme. 

Across the UK, it is thought that 
around 1.6 million people have an 
eating disorder - nearly 90 per cent of 
whom will be women. 

Miss Phazey’s problems started 
when she was 11 or 12, when she 
started to compare herself to other 
girls in her dance class. 

“I was looking at myself in a leotard 
and tights all day, and I thought that 
to be the best dancer I had to be su¬ 
per-skinny,” she recalled. 

“And I think I had that wiring in 
my head that meant I just kept going. 

“I got really good at hiding from 
people what I was doing, but a couple 
of years later my mum cottoned on 
and threatened to stop me going to 
dance classes.” 

It seemed that parental shock tac¬ 
tics had worked but Miss Phazey says 
that in reality, the problem lay dor¬ 
mant for years, then resurfaced in the 
lead-up to her wedding at the age of 
25. 

“I thought I had gone back to eat¬ 
ing properly, but I still wouldn’t eat 
crisps and chocolate. I think it was 
underlying for a long time,” she said. 

“It was very slow and gradual. I cut 
things out, but I put it down to stress. 
My husband was away in the week so 
I would just eat an evening meal in 
the week and then eat normally when 
he was home, so he didn’t think there 
was anything wrong. 

“I went to the doctor on January 
22, 2013. It was the Christmas that 
made me think, this isn’t right. I 
dreaded Christmas, and I wasn’t be¬ 
ing myself because I was so stressed 
out. I actually went because I was 
having anxiety attacks, and it all 
came out. 



MODERATION : If you’re going to diet, do it in moderation to avoid failure or extreme and damaging behaviour 


“The doctor was brilliant, and re¬ 
ferred me to a nutritionist and a 
therapist.” 

Part of the reason eating disorders 
often flourish for years is that unreal¬ 
istic ideals of thinness, and depriving 
ourselves of food in a bid to achieve 
them, have become more accepted in 
our society. 

This makes it much easier for those 
who have crossed the, sometimes 
blurred, line into having an eating 
disorder to convince themselves that 
they don’t have a problem, and hard¬ 
er for them to recover - because, after 
all, isn’t it just normal to want to be 
very thin? 

“Everybody else would be saying ‘I 
have to diet and exercise’, and I would 
think, I need to do that as well,” Miss 
Phazey recalled. 

“Even if I am just talking to friends, 
people will say things like, ‘I’ve eaten 
too much, I’m going to cut out carbs’. 

KEA 


“I get really stressed about the 
amount of food that’s available over 
Christmas, and now I have to keep 
saying to myself: it doesn’t matter 
what everyone else does, don’t listen 
to the people who are trying to lose 
weight. But I find it really difficult to 
ignore the voice telling me that I need 
to go on a diet.” 

Like most recovering sufferers, 
Miss Phazey is acutely aware of the 
futility of our collective weight loss 
mania. 

“Before Christmas it’s all about eat¬ 
ing sweets and chocolate and every¬ 
thing else, and then when it’s over, 
that’s a bad thing,” said the 
2 8-year-old. 

“The other thing that bothers me is 
when people say they are going on a 
detox. My doctor has always said that 
your body looks after itself. 

“I used to naturally put a bit of 
weight on over Christmas, but as 


soon as I got back to work, without 
even thinking about it I would just go 
back to my normal weight. 

“The more you diet, the more you 
want things you can’t have. The best 
way is everything in moderation.” 

Her advice for anyone struggling is 
to not allow yourself to be exposed to 
talk of diets. 

“It took me a few years to be honest 
with my friends and say; you talking 
to me about diets doesn’t help,” Miss 
Phazey said. 

“They hadn’t realised that what 
they were saying was anything out of 
the ordinary.” 

Nigel Jacobs is a family therapist 
with the Kent and Medway Eating 
Disorders Service, run by the NHS. 

He says the service sees an increase 
in people seeking help in January. 

“Everyone is overindulging. If you 
are trying to restrict food it will make 
Turn to Page 20 
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BE WISE: Eating disorders come in various different guises but almost all are as a result of a mental pressure 


you feel revolted towards it - and if 
you are suffering from bulimia, there 
is more and more temptation. And 
with buffets and plates of food left out, 
there is no sense of how much you’ve 
eaten,” he said. 

“There are mixed messages. We are 
told that we mustn’t over-consume, 
but then we are told that it’s okay to 
feast at Christmas - and then we are 
told to be healthy again. 

“We are bombarded with different 
definitions of what’s healthy. There’s 
this whole industry around healthy 
food, some of which is not healthy, 
but is just marketed as such.” 

He says society’s obsession with 
thinness means that on some level, 
anorexia sufferers are admired be¬ 
cause they have ‘achieved’ what eve¬ 
ryone apparently wants. 

“If you deny yourself food so you 
can be slim, there is a point at which 
you are applauded for your ‘determi¬ 
nation’. There’s a part of our society 
that values that ‘self-control’,” Mr 
Jacobs said. 

“That in itself can give people a lot 
of impetus to go beyond a normal 
healthy diet.” 

Many sufferers end up binge-eat¬ 
ing or suffering from bulimia after 
denying themselves adequate food for 
a long time. This can make them feel 
even more self-critical, when it is in 
fact a natural response to 
deprivation. 

“The moment you go on a diet, you 
become obsessed with food,” Mr 
Jacobs said. 

“And it’s really difficult to change 
your behaviour if the people around 
you are also behaving in that way.” 

Of course, many people on a post- 
Christmas diet have absolutely no 
need to be. 


“One week’s eating is not going to 
make a difference to your overall life,” 
Mr Jacobs said. 

“Most people have a weight range 
in which they can go up and down. 

“It’s about looking after yourself 
consistently all the time with eating 
and exercise and keeping them bal¬ 
anced - and having a true notion of 
what’s healthy. 

“All the evidence is now showing 
that we should not be dieting - we 
should be thinking about the way we 
eat. Generally most diets don’t work 
and result in yo-yo dieting.” 

He says that changes in society 
have contributed to unhelpful atti¬ 
tudes to food and weight - but points 
out that there is more to an eating 
disorder than this. 

“I think we have become a nation 
of grazers over the last few decades, 
instead of a structured family meal 
where everyone sits down at the same 
time,” Mr Jacobs said. 

“There is a surplus of food. Food is 
presented to us everywhere, even at 
the petrol station. 

“We will all say body size doesn’t 
matter, but we all get sucked into 
‘thin is beautiful’ - even though we 
all think it’s rubbish. 

“But eating disorders have nothing 
to do with food and everything to do 
with emotion. We all have links be¬ 
tween emotions and food - if you are 
feeling upset, you might have a 
chocolate bar or a glass of wine, or 
you might go off your food - but some 
people have an overdependence on 
that link and it becomes 
disproportionate.” 

He urges anyone who is finding 
they are struggling with food to see 
their doctor - and to seek help from 
those around them. 


“If you’re finding your diet is not 
about just losing a bit of weight, go to 
your GP and tell them. And find ways 
to have conversations with the people 
around you,” Mr Jacobs said. 

“It is very important to get early 
help and support. Emotions were 
never meant to be moderated by food. 
They are meant to be moderated by 
relationships, through a dialogue 
with those you love and who love 
you.” 

Mary George, a spokeswoman for 
eating disorder charity b-eat, says ce¬ 
lebrity culture is also a factor in the 
rise in eating disorders. 

“A preoccupation with weight and 
shape is one of the key features of cur¬ 


rent popular culture - and it is a glo¬ 
bal phenomenon,” she said. 

“The fascination with celebrities 
and their bodies, clothes and appear¬ 
ance has increased the pressure that 
young people feel as they seek to es¬ 
tablish their own identities - and typi¬ 
cally at a time when their own bodies 
are growing and changing. 

“Celebrities are scrutinised in the 
media for flaws and imperfections as 
much as for their attractiveness, lead¬ 
ing young people to consider their 
own bodies in a critical light too. 

“Added to this is airbrushing and 
digital manipulation of images - used 
to create a hyper-real perfection 
where even the most natural of varia¬ 


tions is eliminated. Young people 
compare themselves to the images 
that bombard them from advertising 
and media sources and feel it is their 
fault that their bodies compare so 
unfavourably.” 

She says that dieting alone does not 
cause an eating disorder, but can be 
the start of one in someone who is 
vulnerable. 

“Eating disorders are serious psy¬ 
chiatric illnesses, not a fad or diet 
gone wrong. They are multi-causal 
and complex,” Ms George said. 

“But for someone who has a predis¬ 
position towards developing one, or 
has suffered from one in the past, this 
time of year is dangerous. The Christ- 


'f High worth Sixth Form T 


New Students Welcome 

Over 30 A Level Courses 

OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 22 January 
6:00 - 8:00pm 

Presentation - 7:00pm 

OPEN MORNING 

Tuesday 4 February 
9:00 “10:30am 

Mrs 8 Wafker 

f.waJker^highwortti. kentscfujfc 
www.highwortfi.kerit.scfi ,uk 
01233 624910 
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mas period and what follows on is 
definitely the most difficult time of the 
year for people suffering from eating 
disorders. 

“People should be aware that many 
of the diets we are exhorted to follow 
have no longevity and weight lost is 
soon regained. A balanced diet and 
appropriate exercise is the only suc¬ 
cessful long-term answer for those 
who genuinely need to lose weight.” 

Melissa Wolfe, 34, developed an 
eating disorder after going on a diet - 
but agrees that most dieters don’t go 
on to do the same. 

“My eating disorder started with 
Lent, when I decided to cut out choco¬ 
late and sugar, and ended up in the 
throes of a serious illness,” she 
recalled. 

“I have no doubt that this was quite 
unusual and that there were inevita¬ 
bly other factors which ended up 
rocketing me into an eating disorder 
but, since then, I have been very scep¬ 
tical about labelling foods good and 
bad and banning things absolutely. 

“I think that lots of food companies 
jump on the fact that people tend to 
eat a bit more over Christmas to rein¬ 
force the guilt messaging that drives 
people towards being healthier. It 
seems ridiculous that December is 
filled with ads for chocolate and rich 
food and January with ads for Ac- 
timel and Dietchef, when they are 
only separated by a day - that last 
week it was fine to eat this food, but 
this week it’s not.” 

Miss Wolfe - who has been com¬ 
pletely recovered from her eating dis¬ 
order for five years - says a fresh start 
is all very well, but that being kind to 
yourself is important too. 

“I think everyone likes the idea of 
an opportunity to change something 


about themselves or make themselves 
better, but it is sad that this has now 
become associated, for many people, 
with appearance and size,” she said. 

“I think it’s really important to 
know that at any point in your life, 
you can make a conscious decision to 
change, but I also think it’s important 
to be tolerant of and loving towards 
yourself. 

“January is a pretty cold, dark, rub¬ 
bish month overall and making it 
harder for yourself by creating a lot of 
crazy rules or depriving yourself of 
things seems like a bad idea.” 

She said that when she was ill, 
Christmas, not January, was the 
worst time. 

“I think I found Christmas so in¬ 
credibly difficult that I was just re¬ 
lieved by the time January came. But 
January gives the restrictive voice a 
lot more ammunition than it normal¬ 
ly has and can make it harder to grow 
the healthier voice,” Miss Wolfe said. 

“I think people who are conscious 
of food and weight and their appear¬ 
ance are more vulnerable than other 
people to January detox messaging. It 
is likely to play into fears and worries 
about themselves that they already 
hold and reinforce these. 

“These days, I have somehow man¬ 
aged to switch off my head to those 
messages, and the older I have got the 
less it bothers me. I increasingly feel 
that I move in a society that doesn’t 
care about it at all. 

“It’s about keeping it in perspective. 
It’s a bit of a marketing ploy, and most 
people are not really going to go 
through with it. And it’s about think¬ 
ing about what you want your year to 
be like, and if you want it to be con¬ 
trolled by food or if you want it to be 
something else.” 




WINNING A VIKING CRUISE 


I 



Come and visit Viking Cruises at Lower Guildhall, 
Bluewater shopping centre between 23 December 
and 22 January. It's a great opportunity to meet the 
Viking team, and enter our competition to win one 
of two fabulous prizes - a 15-day Grand European" 
Tour river cruise and a 15-day Viking Homelands 
ocean cruise on the brand-new Viking Star. 

See you there! 

Find out more about our exciting journeys 
at www.vikingcruises.co.uk or call us 
on 020 8780 8586 for a free brochure. 


VIKING 

CRUISES 

Exploring the World in Comfort ® 
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Make sure new voting registration 
system doesn't leave you voiceless 


The biggest change ever to the way we register to vote came into force last year, but some are still not 
aware of how the updated scheme could affect them ahead of this May’s exciting general election... 


WHO IS LESS LIKELY TO BE REGISTERED TO VOTE? 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


T HIS May will see one of the 
most hotly-contested gen¬ 
eral elections in living 
memory - but unless you 
are registered to vote, you 
will have no say in the outcome. 

The county will also have local 
elections in Medway, and on top of 
that, as Mark Reckless’s defection to 
Ukip last year showed, a by-election 
could rear its head at any moment, so 
the importance of being on the elec¬ 
toral register is at an all-time high. 

But what many people don’t know, 
is that the biggest change to the elec¬ 
toral registration system in nearly 
100 years was introduced last sum¬ 
mer, with a new system, called indi¬ 
vidual electoral registration (IER), 
put in place. 

This replaced the old Victorian sys¬ 
tem, where the ‘head of household’ 
registered everyone living in their 
property. This means that now, each 
individual is responsible for register¬ 
ing themselves. 


Under IER, those already registered 
to vote will have their details on the 
existing electoral register checked 
against their details on the Depart¬ 
ment for Work and Pensions (DWP) 
database. 

Where there is a match, they will 
be ‘confirmed’ and automatically 
transferred to the new register. 

Where more information is re¬ 
quired, people will need to re-register, 
which, for the first time, people can 
now do online. 

The new system will also see some 
changes for those choosing to vote by 
post (see box). 

According to a spokesman from the 
Electoral Commission, which is an in¬ 
dependent elections watchdog and 
regulator of party and election fi¬ 
nance: “The move to IER and a more 
modern, secure and streamlined reg¬ 
istration system is an important step 
forward. 

“In particular, the fact that since 
June 2014 people have been able for 
the first time to register online will, 
we hope, make the system more ac¬ 
cessible to many of those that are not 
currently registered. 


THERE are certain groups of 
people who are less likely to be 
registered to vote, according to 
research by the Electoral Com¬ 
mission. They include: 

■ People under 35, as younger 
people, who are more likely to 
move from one address to another, 
are less likely to be registered. 

■ People who rent from a private 


“Registering to vote is now as 
straightforward to do online as many 
other everyday transactions that peo¬ 
ple have come to expect. This may be 
particularly useful for people who are 
currently less likely to be registered.” 

The new individual registration 
system is more modern and demo¬ 
cratic, according to Tunbridge Wells 
MP, Greg Clark. 

He said: “It is only right that in a 
country which has such a long and 
proud history of democratic 
participation, we ensure that we 
have an electoral registration system 


landlord, as they are more likely to 
change their address - they are 
also less likely to be registered 
than those who own their own 
home. 

■ Voters of white ethnicities are 
more likely to be registered than 
those claiming some black, mixed 
or other ethnicity. 

■ Citizens of the European 


fit for the 21st century. These changes 
ensure that individuals register se¬ 
curely and enable them to register in 
the simplest possible way.” 

IER is also considered to be much 
more secure than the old household 
registration system as anyone apply¬ 
ing to be on the electoral register will 
now also need to provide their date of 
birth and National Insurance number. 

Local authorities all have electoral 
registration officers (ERO) who are le¬ 
gally responsible for maintaining the 
electoral register for their area, which 
means they are key in getting the mes- 


Union and Commonwealth are 
under-registered. 

■ Those classified as social 
grade DE are less likely to be 
registered than other social 
grades. (This grade includes 
semi-skilled and unskilled manual 
occupations, unemployed people 
and those with the lowest grade 
occupations). 


sage about the new system across. 

In order to do this, EROs started 
writing to residents last year, letting 
them know whether they need to re¬ 
register themselves. 

They will also have started using a 
number of different methods to con¬ 
tact people directly that have not re¬ 
sponded to letters. 

These include follow-up letters and 
knocking on doors. 

Ashford Borough Council’s ERO 
John Bunnett, said: “Last year’s 
change was an important one and it’s 
essential that people remember that 
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Keep Worm, Keep Well 

Spending over two hours at 12°C raises blood 
pressure, increasing the risk of heart disease and 
stroke, especially for people over 75, or with health 
problems. 


Look out for others who are alone this winter 

18°C - 21 °C is the ideal room temperature 

Check your heating system is working 

Stock up on basic food items 

Wrap up with lots of thinner layers of clothing 

Ask your GP about free flu and pneumoccal jabs (over 

65s and at-risk groups) 

Ask your pharmacist about repeat prescriptions and 
home delivery 


Find out if you're entitled to free help to keep warm 

Call 08000283172 

or, if you live in Swale 01795 417131 
www.kentgov.uk/health 


° 1 ) 


*1 


W Follow us on Twitter 

@Kent_cc and #beawinterbuddy 
or join #winterfriends 


NHS 


Kent 

County I 
I Council I 


GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221999 

or Text compensation to 88802 

For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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HOW WILL ‘IER’ AFFECT POSTAL VOTERS? 


they are now responsible for their 
own registration. 

“You must be on the electoral roll 
in order to cast your vote in the May 
elections. 

“Please don’t leave it until it’s too 
late, make sure you are registered 
now, especially if you have moved 
house recently.” 

Under the new system, around 80 
per cent of those already on the elec¬ 
toral register will be automatically 
added after their name and address is 
matched against existing govern¬ 
ment records. 

However, some people need to ac¬ 


tively transfer to the new system, so 
anyone who thinks they might not be 
registered, or their details may not be 
up to date as they have moved recent¬ 
ly, can take advantage of the new on¬ 
line registration service. 

Those people who are not success¬ 
fully matched may need to provide 
additional information in order to 
complete the process - the easiest 
way to do this is online, at www.gov. 
uk/register-to-vote. 

Some local authorities do provide a 
telephone registration service, you 
should contact your local registration 
office to find out if yours does. 


TO improve security, there are 
some changes to postal voting 
that will come into effect earlier 
than for other forms of voting. 

So those who choose to use a 
postal vote should be aware of 
how they could be affected by 
the changes. These changes will 
happen in the following way: 

■ Those who already use 
postal voting, and who are 
matched and automatically 


transferred to the new register 
will be able to continue to vote 
by post under IER. 

■ Those who already use 
postal voting but are not matched 
,and so are not automatically 
transferred to the new register, 
will need to register individually 
to remain a postal voter. These 
voters will receive letters from 
their EROs explaining what they 
will need to do. 


■ Anyone who is not registered 
individually by 12 working days 
before the UK Parliamentary 
General Election will not be able 
to vote by post. 

However existing electors will 
still be able to vote in person at a 
polling station. That’s because no 
one will be removed from the 
existing registers as a result of 
the switch to IER until after the 
general election. 





Could you 
grow your 
business with 
an apprentice? 

Friday 30 January 2015 
12 - 2pm 

Biketart, Canterbury 
Hear from Lesley Lindsay-Watson, 
Director, Biketart on why apprentices 
are important to her business 

For small business owners and 
managers in East Kent 

www.fsb.org.uk/ Supported by 

■ . . i National 

kentandmedway Apprenticeship 

01622 688 134 @FSBKent Service 


DAY OUT 
THOMAS v 

MAKE THEIR DAY 


H A , 

/ /m5m 


r out 

WIT) 


*• Join Thomas & Friends™ * 
at a Heritage Railway near you. 
Experience a ride on a real steam 
train and take part in 
Thomas-themed activities. 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 
* Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HE * 


omas.co.uk/kentandeastsussexrailway 


Kent & East Sussex Railway 

TENTERDEN TOWN STATION 

Telephone 01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 
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Ferry firm ‘will be sold’ as 
tribunal appeal is rejected 

MyFerryLink may be on borrowed time 
after owner Eurotunnel confirmed it 
will be sold after competition ruling 



T HE saga of cross-Channel 
ferry operator MyFer¬ 
ryLink continues into 
2015 - despite confirma¬ 
tion from owner Eurotun¬ 
nel that the business is up for sale. 

It follows a decision made as Kent 
on Sunday went to press last Friday 
which dismissed an appeal against a 
ruling by the Competition and 
Markets Authority (CMA). 

It had originally said that Eurotun¬ 
nel’s acquisition of the defunct Sea- 
France vessels, which it re-branded 
MyFerryLink, saw the firm acquire 60 
per cent of the cross-Channel market. 

As a consequence, critics said, it 
meant Eurotunnel could undercut ri¬ 
vals on the ferry service while capi¬ 
talising on its tunnel link. In short, 
that it was anti-competitive. 

Both P&O and DFDS, which both 
operate the route, welcomed the lat¬ 
est decision. They both insisted that 
with Eurotunnel subsidising MyFer¬ 
ryLink, it was unfair and threatened 
to force them out of business on the 


popular cross-Channel route. 

Jacques Gounon, however, the 
chairman and chief executive officer 
of Groupe Eurotunnel, was left 
exasperated. 

He said: “MyFerryLink is an oper¬ 
ating and commercial success. We 
are proud to have succeeded where so 
many others have failed. Given the 
position of the British authorities, the 
future of MyFerryLink will now be de¬ 
termined outside the group.” 

A statement from Groupe Eurotun¬ 
nel added: “In view of the require¬ 
ment to cease operations within six 
months, which has been confirmed, 
and to realise the value of the work 
achieved, Groupe Eurotunnel will 
now seek a buyer for MyFerryLink.” 

It had been told last year it must 
cease operations, but continued 
while an appeal was lodged. But the 
decision by the Competition Appeal 
Tribunal would appear to be the final 
nail in its coffin. 

However, MyFerryLink is actually 
operated by French workers co-oper¬ 


ative SCOP. Following the latest rul¬ 
ing it says it will now look to lodge a 
further appeal. 

A statement from MyFerryLink 
said: “Although the tribunal accepted 
a number of arguments made by the 
SCOP, the appeal has been dismissed. 
Given this, the SCOP intends to renew 
its appeal before the Court of Appeal 
over the coming days.” 

Chances are, however, it will be a 
time-buying mechanism for the firm. 


However, in the meantime, Euro¬ 
tunnel insists MyFerryLink will con¬ 
tinue to operate a normal service 
while the search for a buyer gets un¬ 
der way. 

The ruling states it cannot operate 
between Dover to Calais - which may 
leave an opportunity for it service 
other routes. 

See www.kentnews.co.uk for the 
latest news. 


AIRPORT PLANS 


LYDD Airport chiefs have 
started seeking a contractor 
to extend its runway. 

The airport has been 
working with Capita, part of 
the design team for Lon¬ 
don’s £14.8 billion Crossrail 
transport scheme, in pre¬ 
paring and designing the 
294-metre runway exten¬ 
sion, plus a 150-metre 
starter extension. 

The detailed tender docu¬ 
ments have now been com¬ 
pleted and issued to a 
number of contractors with 
an invitation to submit offers. 

The winner will be named 
by the summer with work 
beginning by the end of the 
year. 

The airport has been 
busy fulfilling the planning 
conditions attached to its 
consent for a runway exten¬ 
sion and a new terminal 
which was granted in 2013. 

Chief executive officer 
Charles Buchanan said: “Is¬ 
suing the tenders is a major 
step forward for our project 
that will see the runway ex¬ 
tended and ultimately a new 
terminal built. 

“This will give a signifi¬ 
cant boost to our ambitions, 
increasing the airport’s op¬ 
erational capabilities and at¬ 
tracting more aviation-relat¬ 
ed businesses.” 


Sixth Form Open Evening on 19th January 2015 6pm to 8pm 



THE 

NORTON 
KNATC 'HIUJJ [ 
SCHOOL 


The Norton Knatchbull School is a popular and highly regarded selective school for boys 
aged 11-18 which admits a growing number of girls into its Sixth Form. Having proudly served 
the local community of Ashford in Kent since the 17th century, we combine traditional values 
with a forward-looking and vibrant learning environment where young people are nurtured to 
become considerate, confident and well-rounded individuals. 


We provide an atmosphere in which 
all our students feel supported and 
inspired to strive for their personal 
best. Our approach to academic 
study is varied, disciplined and 
fosters a life-long love of learning. 
We value community and celebrate 
diversity. As a result, our young 
people are able to make informed 
and positive life choices, and are 
equipped to face the challenges of 
a fast-changing, competitive and 
increasingly global environment. 


“There is no problem too 
small - you will always be 

Hstended to” Yr 13 student 

We are proud of our track record 
of strong examination results, 
the wealth of our extra-curricular 
provision and the strength of our 
careers education, advice and 
guidance. We benefit from a wide 
range of facilities which support 
learning in a variety of disciplines, 
styles and environments. 


Our specialisms model innovation 
and best practice across the school 
and maintain productive links with 
local schools and the wider national 
and international community. 

Our students are supported by 
a team of highly qualified, hard¬ 
working and caring teaching and 
support and a well informed and 
supportive Governing Body, all of 
whom are united in their desire to 
achieve the best possible outcomes 
for all. 


“There are so many extra¬ 
curricular activities... Vve 
lost count... all of which 
are superb ” Yr 7 student 




Ms S K Staab Headteacher The Norton Knatchbull School 
Hythe Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 0QJ | T: 01233 620045 
F: 01233 633668 | information@nks.kent.sch.uk | www.nks.kent.sch.uk 


Contact Heather Vernon for more information - HVernon@nks.kent.sch.uk 
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Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on quality. 


Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 





telephone 01227 283850 for free advice 7 days a week \|/ww.ianpennick.co.uk 
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Train chief 
on challenge 
of London 
Bridge chaos 

Sarah Linney speaks to Southeastern 
boss David Statham as commuters see 
terminal close for up to 18 months 


T HE phrase ‘long-suffering’ 
is often used when it comes 
to describing the county’s 
commuters. And this week 
saw them perhaps facing 
their toughest long-term test yet. 

A multi-billion-pound redevelop¬ 
ment of the busy London Bridge termi¬ 
nal has been under way for more than 
a year - but this month it got serious. 

The redevelopment of the station 
means no Charing Cross trains will 
stop there between now and August 
next year, 2016, while platforms four, 
five and six are upgraded. These are 
the platforms used by Kent services. 

And so far, it seems, it has passed off 
without major problems - although 
commuter groups say that is more 
down to luck than judgement. 

They warned that if the snow 
should fall or signals fail, the fragile 
house of cards built up around the re¬ 
build could tumble down around 
commuters’ ears. 


way around the redevelopment works. 

“This is the biggest timetable 
change in five years, and it’s early 
days. During peak time on Monday 
morning, 92.1 per cent of the trains 
ran on time - across the network at 
the moment the average is 88 or 89 
per cent - and there was some feed¬ 
back from passengers on Twitter, but 
we had no particular reports of 
overcrowding. 

“I want to say thank you to people 
for bearing with us.” 

Trains to Cannon Street have been 
given extra carriages to cope with the 
increase in passengers and there are 
also extra trains to Blackfriars, about 
ten minutes’ walk from Cannon 
Street. 

“Our advice is to try if you can to get 
on a Cannon Street train,” Mr 
Statham said. 

“But if you end up on a Charing 
Cross train, for the next 20 months 



Commuters now 
have to get a train to Cannon Street if 
they want to get off at London Bridge 
- or, if they prefer, get off somewhere 
else in London and get the 
Underground. 

Speaking to KoS this week, manag¬ 
ing director David Statham (pictured 
above) said Southeastern had done its 
best to get customers ready for the 
changes. 

“We have had about a year to pre¬ 
pare for this. We printed about a mil¬ 
lion leaflets and sent out about 100,000 
letters, and we have taken on about 
170 temporary staff,” he explained. 

“The focus for us has been to get in¬ 
formation across about what’s hap¬ 
pening, and help people replan their 


you can use 

the Underground or the buses for free 
on specified routes to get back to Lon¬ 
don Bridge.” 

However, Andrew Stott, secretary 
of the Sevenoaks Rail Travellers’ As¬ 
sociation, painted a less rosy picture. 

“My overall impression of Monday 
is that Southeastern were lucky,” he 
said. 

“The engineering works had over¬ 
run slightly and they cancelled a few 
early trains, but they managed to get 
services going. 

“Trains to Cannon Street were pret¬ 
ty crowded and a number of passen¬ 
gers reported on Twitter that they 
couldn’t get on some trains. But in the 
end everyone got there. 

“In the evening, Cannon Street was 



extremely crowded, and there were de¬ 
lays at London Bridge, where they had 
crowd control measures as they were 
trying to get people who would nor¬ 
mally be on three platforms onto one. 

“It’s going to be like that every day 
for the next three years. And if there’s 
a points failure, or a signal failure, 
which happens about once a week, or 
if there’s snow or something else, 
what would normally be a very diffi¬ 
cult situation could get chaotic be¬ 
cause the system is too stretched.” 

He said he did not feel adequate 
alternatives had been provided for 
passengers whose journeys had been 
disrupted. 

“The alternatives are limited and 
rather miserly,” Mr Stott said. 

“You can use the Tube in very limit¬ 
ed circumstances. You can’t take a 
train to Victoria and then use the Tube; 
you can’t go to Waterloo East and take 
the Waterloo and City Line to Bank; 
and on the routes you can use, you 
can’t get off at intermediate stations.” 

With a thousand trains a day - al¬ 
most one a minute - going through 
London Bridge, and platforms five and 
six among the busiest in Europe, 
Southeastern says that the revamp is 
badly needed. Jams and delays are fre¬ 
quent as trains cut across each other’s 
paths and block each other’s way. 

The redevelopment - one of the big¬ 
gest railway construction projects 
since the Second World War - will cre¬ 
ate a new concourse the size of Wem¬ 
bley Stadium and will allow the sta¬ 
tion to handle 50 per cent more 
passengers. 

“It will be a much better station. 
There will be escalators to all plat¬ 


forms and one concourse uniting all 
platforms, rather than the two or 
three on the station at the moment,” 
Mr Statham said. 

“And the track layout will change so 
there will be fewer times when a train 
has to wait for another one to pass in 
front of it.” 

There will also be 18 trains an hour 
into central London at peak times, 
making onward travel easier. 

There will be trains to King’s Cross, 
Blackfriars and Farringdon - which 
has services to Heathrow - and desti¬ 
nations like Cambridge, Peterbor¬ 
ough, Gat wick airport and Brighton. 

“Before there was a limited service, 
with one or two trains into London at 
peak times and about four an hour off- 
peak,” Mr Statham said. 

“This will make a huge difference to 
the transport system for London and 
the south east. For example, people 
will be able to get from Cambridge to 
Gatwick with no change.” 

All this, however, will be little com¬ 
fort to harassed passengers who, in 
the short term, are seeing a dimin¬ 
ished service for more money. 

Season ticket holders have seen 
prices rise by an inflation-matching 
2.5 per cent this year. 

However, Mr Stott said he felt sea¬ 
son ticket prices should also have re¬ 
mained the same. 

“Our trains to London Bridge have 
been reduced by 40 per cent, and we 
think they haven’t really been innova¬ 
tive enough about finding ways to 
make alternative journeys and 
putting on more capacity,” he said. 

“We pressed for a freeze on season 
tickets, but we have been asked to pay 


more for a reduced service, which is 
fundamentally not fair.” 

And he said the problems were not 
only confined to the work at London 
Bridge. 

“Fares keep going up, but trains are 
late - 83 per cent of trains are on time, 
and that’s throughout the day - toilets 
don’t work, the heating isn’t on or 
sometimes it’s on, on a hot day,” Mr 
Stott said. 

“People who travel on the high speed 
line from Ashford every day say it’s 
overcrowded and people have to stand. 
The excuse they use for the Sevenoaks 
line is that it’s a 19th-century railway, 
but the high speed line is supposed to 
be a 21st-century railway. 

“When things go wrong, they don’t 
tell us what’s happening. And al¬ 
though you can get compensation if 
your train is delayed by 30 minutes or 
more, if it runs on time but you can’t 
physically get on it because it is so 
overcrowded, you can’t claim. 

“In Dunton Green the lights in the 
passenger shelter have been out of or¬ 
der since November 17, and we have 
made at least six complaints about it, 
but nothing has happened.” 

He said he felt services in London 
were getting more attention than 
services in the provinces. 

“In the London area, the Mayor has 
taken over rail services, prices have 
gone up less and they have got new 
trains which run on time and are 
cleaner,” he added. 

“We are seeing more and more 
divergence between the London 
system, where fares are subsidised 
because it is good for London, and 
fares out of Kent. But the economy 
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depends on good commuter services. 

“Since privatisation, the government subsi¬ 
dy to the railways has increased from £1 bil¬ 
lion [about £1.8 billion in today’s money] to 
£5.2 billion.” 

However, Mr Statham said he was aware of 
the problems and that Southeastern planned 
to invest this year in improving services. 

“About a million journeys this year will be 
taken by people whose tickets haven’t had the 
price put up, and we are also offering dis¬ 
counts on the high speed line,” he said. 

“The increase is the lowest for five years, 
and will enable us to invest money in improv¬ 
ing our service and the government to invest 
money in the rail infrastructure. Although it 
would be theoretically possible to raise prices 
by less than that, all the financial assump¬ 
tions we have made involve investing £70 mil¬ 
lion in the things customers tell us are most 
important to them; a cleaner, more pleasant 
environment, a more reliable service, and bet¬ 
ter information when things go wrong. 

“We do want people to feel they are getting 
better value for money - it is a big issue for sea¬ 
son ticket holders. But this massive invest¬ 
ment is going to make a huge change and 
hopefully people will see a real difference in 
the coming years.” 

He said Network Rail had also invested tens 
of millions of pounds trying to combat prob¬ 
lems that had beset the railways last year. 

“They have invested £19m across our net¬ 
work in improving earthworks and embank¬ 
ments, and there has been a lot of investment 
in making networks more resilient in cold 
weather.” 

■ What has your experience of the service 
been since London Bridge’s closure? Share 
your opinion and join the debate. Write 
to: The Editor, KoS, Kent House, 81 Sta¬ 
tion Road, Ashford, TN23 1PP. Or email 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 


YOU can find out more about 
the changes to London Bridge 
and what it will mean to your 
journey by seeing our website. 

This week we posted an 
essential guide to the work 
going on at the terminal, what 
it’s for and exactly what it will 
mean for travellers. 

You can find it, along with all 
the latest news and views from 
around the county at www. 
kentnews.co.uk. 

Or to access the London 
Bridge page direct, simply go 
to: http://bit.ly/lGOGLOO 



MODERN: Artist’s impression of how the inside of new terminal will eventually look 
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Lamp Table 
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Holder 
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Sussex Oak Bedroom Collection 
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NOW £399 
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GUARANTEE 
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We will not be beaten on price 

Please visit our website for details 


PINE ©'THINGS 

Furnishers 

Wincheap Road (junc. with A2, Retail Park) Canterbury, Kent CT1 3TY 



www.pineandthings.co.uk Tel: 01227 470283 established 35 years, open 7 days a week 
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Famous name with 
Victoria Cross and 
an Olympic gold 

The Neame name carries a lot of weight in Kent given the 
brewery which the family has run. But Sir Philip Neame 
opted instead for a military career which would see him live 
a celebrated life. Molly Kersey looks at a remarkable man 


B EING the only man in his¬ 
tory to hold both a Victoria 
Cross and an Olympic Gold 
medal, you could be for¬ 
given for a hint of egotism. 
But many of those who met Lieu¬ 
tenant General Sir Philip Neame VC 
were stunned by his modesty and 
lack of self-importance. 

And this from the nephew of the 
founding father of one of Kent’s most 
famous, and celebrated, businesses - 
the Faversham-based brewer Shep¬ 
herd Neame. 

His life was a remarkable one - after 
his heroics in both world wars he 
would also be knighted - as well as 
holding a string of senior positions, 
including Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
Kent. 

So just who was the man behind 
the legend? 

Born in Selling, near Faversham, in 
1888, Sir Philip was awarded the Vic¬ 
toria Cross for his heroic actions 
while serving as a lieutenant with the 
15th field company, Royal Engineers, 
8th division in France. 

The official citation for the VC 
reads: “For conspicuous bravery on 
the 19th December [1914], near 
Neuve Chapelle, when, notwith¬ 
standing the very heavy rifle fire and 
bomb-throwing by the enemy, he 
succeeded in holding them back and 


rescuing all the wounded men whom 
it was possible to move.” 

He was just 26-years-old at the 
time. 

He had been a professional soldier 
before hostilities broke out, having 
graduated from the Royal Military 
Academy in Woolwich in 1908. 

His son, Nigel Neame, toldKoS: “He 
was a in a sapper unit in the First 
World War, in the Royal Engineers, 
and he had been sent forward initial¬ 
ly to build some wire entanglements, 
but having gone forward the infantry 
who he was supporting had launched 
a counter attack but were being 
counter attacked themselves by the 
Germans. 

“They had a lot of wounded person¬ 
nel already and they were pinned 
down by machine gun fire. 

“My father went forward and im¬ 
mediately asked for some hand gre¬ 
nades, or ‘jam tin bombs’, and he was 
told they were not usable because the 
fuse had gotten wet. 

“He was actually responsible for 
making a lot of these things, so he 
knew how to work out how these 
bombs could be fused or ignited even 
when they were damp. 

“He had his penknife with him and 
trimmed all the fuses down and using 
a match box he was able to ignite the 
fuses and get the grenades working. 


“With that he got all the infantry to 
get all the grenades they could, and 
single-handedly held the Germans 
back. 

“He was moving along the trench, 
popping up in different places all the 
time, hurling these jam tin bombs to 
keep the Germans at bay while they 
got a lot of the men who had been 
wounded out.” 

Sir Philip held the trench for some 
45 minutes while those who were 
wounded were evacuated. 

It is a fascinating tale of bravery. 

Sir Philip’s Victoria Cross and the 
penknife he used on December 19 are 
now both proudly displayed in the 
Imperial War Museum after the fam¬ 
ily made the decision to donate them, 
knowing they would be perpetually 
safe and protected. 

And yet Sir Philip’s humility never 
wavered. 

His son, Nigel Neame explained: 
“He always reminded us that what he 
did was going on across the whole of 
the Western Front, day in day out. He 
didn’t really think that his action had 
been exceptional, but his action had 
been noticed. 

“I think he was very modest, very 
self-effacing. There was no ego to him 
whatsoever. I think that was recog¬ 
nised by all sorts of people who 
worked with him. 

“He had a charmed life I think. The 
average life span of a sapper going to 
the front in the First World War was 
about two weeks, but he managed to 
get through the conflict. 

“He survived, but he recognised 
that a lot of others didn’t. I think that 
because of the horrors of the war and 
what he had witnessed, he kept very 
much to himself.” 

Sir Philip was married to Berta, 
and together they had three sons - 
David, twins Nigel and Philip, and a 
daughter, Veronica. 

Mr Neame explained: “I can re¬ 
member him watching a television 
programme, 10 years before he died, 
about the First World War, and we 
were sitting there with him. He got up 
after that programme was over and 
just quietly said to us - ‘I am not sure I 
should really have watched that’. 

“He didn’t speak a great deal about 
his time in the war. He did tell us 
about the Victoria Cross because as 
we got older we knew he had won one 
and it was special. He tended to make 
light of it. 

“I think really that’s the side of it we 



FAMILY: Nigel, Veronica and Philip Neame. Credit: Jason Dodd 
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heard, but he didn’t really discuss a 
great deal of the rest of the action that 
he was involved in during the conflict. 
I don’t think many people did.” 

After peace was declared, Philip 
Neame, a keen sportsman, then set 
himself a new target. 

He was part of the Great Britain 
team which travelled, in 1924, to 
Paris. He was part of the shooting 
team in what was known as the ‘run¬ 
ning deer’ competition. Very much 
an event of its time, it was a contest 
involving four teams firing single 
shots at a moving target which simu¬ 
lated the animal. 

He achieved his goal and collected 
an Olympic gold medal. In doing so he 
created a bit of history which has nev¬ 
er been emulated since. He is, and re¬ 
mains, the only holder of the VC to 
also have won an Olympic gold. 

Remaining in the British Army, his 
impressive career in the military saw 
him continue to rise up through the 
ranks. During the Second World War 
he attained the rank of Lieutenant 
General, and commanded British 
forces in North Africa. 

As tensions in Europe began to 
build, by 1938, Philip Neame had 
been promoted to Major General and 
returned from India as Commandant 
of the Royal Military Academy in 
Woolwich. 

During the conflict he found him¬ 
self sent to north Africa and parts of 
the Middle East, where he would 
serve time on the frontline. 

Eventually captured and held in an 
Italian prison camp, he helped dig a 
tunnel which saw a number of Allied 
troops escape the clutches of the ene¬ 
my. Following the temporary over¬ 
throw of Mussolini in 1943, he was 
released and faced a hazardous jour¬ 
ney to reach Allied lines. 

During his time in captivity, he had 
begun writing a manuscript of his 
memoirs which he took with him. 

After having to make a quick es¬ 
cape from a monastery in which he 
had been hiding, he left his beloved 
manuscript with the chief abbott 
there. 

“Six months later,” he son Nigel ex¬ 
plains, “he got a call from the Ameri- 





SOLDIER: Philip Neame in 1915 

can Embassy and, lo and behold, he 
got his manuscript of his autobiogra¬ 
phy back.” 

Mr Neame explained that the chief 
abbott had clearly recognised the im¬ 
portance of what had been left with 
him, and had given the work to 
American forces. 

Sir Philip went on to serve as the 
Lieutenant Governor of Guernsey 
from 1945 to 1953, and was knighted. 

“In a way, that was recognition of 
his past achievements and the impor¬ 
tance of the role that he was taking on 
in Guernsey,” explained Mr Neame. 

It was while he was in Guernsey 
that he finished his memoirs - Playing 
with Strife: The Autobiography of a 
Soldier. 

The title is part of a sonnet by Rudyard 
Kipling, and each chapter either begins 
or ends with a verse from the poet. 

He finished the book with the poign¬ 
ant epilogue from Kipling’s The Chil¬ 
dren’s Song- “Teach us delight in sim¬ 
ple things, and mirth that has no bitter 
springs, forgiveness free of evil done, 
and love to all men ‘neath the sun.” 

“I think those were the values by 
which he lived his life,” said his son. 

Sir Philip retired back to his home 
town of Selling, where he died in 
1978, aged 89. 

He is buried at Selling Church. 
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MEMORIAL TO A HERO 


AT THE end of last year, hundreds of 
people packed Faversham town 
centre for the unveiling of a memorial 
stone honouring Sir Philip Neame. 

It followed a national campaign, 
launched by the Government last 
year, to honour First World War VC re¬ 
cipients by laying commemorative 
stones in their birth places. 

The stone was unveiled in front of 
Faversham’s Guildhall in December. 

The event began with a military pa¬ 
rade by the Royal Engineers’ band, 
accompanied by soldiers of the Royal 
Engineers, and there was a 45-minute 
service in front of the Guildhall. 

The event was attended by mem¬ 


bers of the Neame family including 
his daughter Veronica and twin sons 
Nigel and Philip. 

The Lord Lieutenant of Kent Viscount 
Philip De L’lsle; Shepherd Neame 
brewery chief executive Jonathan 
Neame and MPs Sir Hugh Robertson 
and Julian Brazier also attended. 

The stone was officially unveiled by 
Lieutenant General Sir Mark Mans, 
chief Royal Engineer. 

He said: “He was a great man in so 
many ways and the Royal Engineers 
are delighted that the country has 
seen fit, in this centenary anniversary 
of his VC award, to recognise his 
achievements.” 



any of 
our boilers 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £195 

FRIDAY 27th M 

A' ' 


I Loch Awe Hotel Argyllshire * 

1 STB ★ ★ ★ 

SPRING 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

CEILIDH BREAK 

•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

This 5 day coach break 
staying at our Loch Awe 

Hotel includes a “Ceilidh 
Night” (Kay-lee), when you 

will enjoy typical Scottish 1 
entertainment with foot J 

PICKUP FROM: 

tapping music provided by 
accordionists, pipers and 
highland dancers. There will 
be an excursion everyday 
including a cruise on Loch 
Lomond, Inveraray, Oban, 

The Sealife Centre, Fort 
William, Glencoe & 

Rannoch Moor. 

LOCHS 
W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Orpington, 

Locksbottom, 

Bromley, 

Chislehurst, 

Sidcup, 

Bexley, 

Dartford, 

Birchanger 

Services 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 | 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £189 


Monday 27th April t 

1 Loch Achray Hotel Loch Lomond National Park 1 

1 STB ★ ★ ★ | 

SPRING 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

CEILIDH BREAK 

•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

This 5 day coach break 
staying at our Loch Achray 
Hotel includes a “Ceilidh 
Night” (Kay-lee), when you 

will enjoy typical Scottish 1 
entertainment with foot J 

PICKUP FROM: 

tapping music provided by 
accordionists, pipers and 
highland dancers. There will 
be an excursion everyday 
including Edinburgh, a 
visit to a whisky distillery, 
Lomond Sealife Centre, 
cruise on Loch Lomond & 
Inversnaid. 

LOCHS 
W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Ramsgate, 

Broad stairs, 

Margate, 

Birchington, 

Herne Bay, 
Whitstable, 
Canterbury, 
Birchanger 

Services 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 | 




With a new boiler, you’ll have even more 
reasons to feel warm this winter: 


• What we quote is what you'll pay, even if there's extra work to do 

• £228 worth of boiler and central heating care, free for a year 

• And with 9 out of 10 customers recommending us, # you'll be in safe hands. 


call 0800 009 4400 or visit: 
britishgas.co.uk/newboiler 


British Gas 

Looking after your world 


t Offer excludes warm air units, simplicity boiler range and is available for domestic properties only. Will be applied at point of sale, subject 
to boiler installation and cannot be used in conjunction with any other British Gas offer. #5008 respondents between 1st July-31 st July 2014. 
Calls are free from BT calling plan. Mobile and other providers' charge may vary. Your call may be recorded and/or monitored for quality 
assurance and compliance purposes. Textphone 18001 0800 316 3732 

British Gas is a trading name of British Gas New Heating Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
for its consumer credit activities. Registered in England and Wales No. 06723244. Registered Office: Millstream, Maidenhead Road, 
Windsor, Berkshire SL4 5GD. britishgas.co.uk 
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‘Toxic’ Tesco told to quit town as 
it pulls plug on superstore plans 

Following announcement earlier this month it was scrapping 49 new stores around the UK, council 
chiefs in Dartford have spent the week fuming over its decision to pull out of Lowfield Street proposal 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A BITTER row has erupted 
after Tesco confirmed last 
week it was pulling out of 
plans to build a major su¬ 
perstore in Dartford. 

The supermarket giant revealed it 
was pulling out of 49 proposed large 
stores across the UK and closing 43 
underperforming outlets. 

It was the latest move by the troubled 
firm as it looks to reaffirm its position as 
the nation’s supermarket leader. 

But, having been granted planning 
permission back in 2011 for the site in 
Lowfield Street, town chiefs were left 
furious over the decision to pull out 
altogether. 

Jeremy Kite, leader of the Conserva¬ 
tive-run Dartford Borough Council, 
told a senior Tesco executive its repu¬ 
tation in the town was now “toxic” 
after the announcement. 

It followed earlier criticism from lo¬ 
cal Tory MP Gareth Johnson. 

The development is a major blow to 
the town as the store would have 
completely transformed a street, 
which has been left in limbo as it wait¬ 
ed for the supermarket firm to develop 
the site. 

Dartford has already been dealt a 
huge blow to its once bustling town 
centre by the proximity of the Bluewa- 
ter shopping complex. 

Now Cllr Kite is insisting Tesco 
must relinquish Lowfield Street land 
to “developers with vision”. 

In a telephone call with the compa¬ 
ny’s group property director, Cllr Kite 


urged the troubled supermarket to 
waste no time relinquishing its land- 
holdings in the town to those with a 
better desire and vision to deliver. 

He said: “I told Tesco frankly that 
any ideas they might have to promise 
an alternative plan of their own for 
Lowfield Street would be likely to be 
met with derision and contempt by lo¬ 
cal people. 

“Tesco is a damaged brand as far as 
Lowfield Street is concerned. Residents 
don’t trust them, traders don’t trust 
them and, quite honestly, none of my 
members [on the council] trust them. 

“They own large plots of land in 
Lowfield Street which they have left 
little more than derelict wasteland. 
They could salvage what little reputa¬ 
tion they still have in this community 
by agreeing to dispose of their hold¬ 
ings quickly. 

“They have a current planning per¬ 
mission for housing at one end of the 
site, which they could develop but 
there are others with the interests of 
our community at heart who may be 


JUST a few short years ago it was 
the undisputed king of the British 
supermarket industry with 
ambition to expand and take over 
the world. 

But for its huffing and puffing, 
Tesco has now found itself strug¬ 
gling to adapt to a rapidly changing 
consumer market and a host of 
internal issues. 

Over-estimating profit expecta¬ 
tions has caused it no end of 
regulatory problems, and the 


better placed to move quickly. I want 
Tesco to do the right thing and go. 
Just go.” 

Cllr Kite also criticised Britain’s 
‘woeful’ property laws which give 
councils no power to insist that Tesco 
sell the land but believes it makes 
good commercial sense for them to do 
so and is determined to turn pressure 
on the ailing food giant. 

“Tesco will want to escape the fi¬ 
nancial burden of all these abandoned 
sites and that suits us. We want them 
to hand over quickly so that better 
people with better ideas can take over. 

“As I said last year, Dartford may 
have had no powers to stop Tesco’s 
deep pockets buying up land and no 
legal powers to force them to leave, 
but as the economy finally recovers 
the one thing Tesco cannot crush is 
the strength and determination of 
this town to recover from the harm 
done to it by a dithering supermarket. 

“Dartford is a town with a long and 
great market-town tradition and its 
strength lies in that history. As it 


consumer shift to buying smaller 
amounts of shopping more 
frequently has seen its previous 
policy of building enormous 
superstores come unstuck. 

Make no mistake, Tesco is still 
expected to deliver a group trading 
profit of in excess of £1 billion, but 
its new chief executive is now 
having to make some serious 
restructuring decisions. 

And one of those, was to scrap 
some planned stores and any which 


shows real signs of emerging from a 
tough and damaging retail recession 
Dartford will not be beaten by an ail¬ 
ing supermarket.” 

Following the announcement, Tes¬ 
co CEO Dave Lewis said that Tesco 
was committed to working alongside 
the council to ensure a solution was 
found for the site. 

He said: “I am very sorry that we 
have not been able to deliver the in¬ 
vestment that we intended. I know 
that this news will be a real disap¬ 
pointment to many people in the local 
community and we’re extremely 
grateful for the support we’ve received 
for our plans. I am very aware of the 
importance of the site to the area and 
I am determined that we will work 
closely with the council to find the 
right solution for the local communi¬ 
ty.” 

MP Gareth Johnson said Tesco had 
treated the town in “an appalling 
manner”. He said: “Recent decisions 
from other companies have shown 
there is a keen interest from business- 


don’t perform to expectations. 

In addition to Dartford, it also con¬ 
firmed plans to build a new store on 
the site of former Civic Centre in 
Albion Road, Bexleyheath, have 
been binned too. 

That would have created some 
370 full and part-time jobs. 

Anger there was sparked too. 

A council spokesman said: “We 
will be meeting with Tesco in the 
next few weeks to discuss the future 
of the site and we will be working 


es to invest in Dartford so we can be 
positive about the future. 

“I personally will be glad to see the 
back of Tesco but the important thing 
now is to work on Dartford’s future - a 
development in Lowfield Street with¬ 
out a Tesco store. 

“We need to see something that works 
in the best interests of Dartford and I be¬ 
lieve this is now very achievable.” 

Added Cllr Kite: “The opportunity 
we have now, perhaps as we have nev¬ 
er had before, is to use new channels to 
hear authentic Dartford voices and 
views as plans and visions are shaped. 

“To that end, I have announced 
plans to boost the cross-party Low- 
field Street Working Group with new 
members and new voices drawn from 
the local community. 

“That group will meet within days 
to commence the widening of its 
membership. 

“There is a great deal of anger at 
Tesco’s appalling treatment of our 
town but... this town can be better 
without Tesco, and it will be.” 


actively with them to ensure that 
plans come forward for the site 
which enable the town to continue 
to prosper.” 

They are not alone in this 
process. Sainsbury’s, for example, 
pulled out of proposals for major 
developments in Tonbridge and 
Canterbury - both rebuilding 
existing stores - which had a major 
negative impact on community 
facilities which would have been 
created as a spin-off. 


THE TROUBLES OF TESCO AMID A CHANGING MARKET 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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ackson Live tribute tou 


nromses to be exb osive 


Lifelong Michael Jackson fan Ben Bowman explains he relishes the challenge 


THE world was left reeling several 
years ago, at the news of Michael 
Jackson’s untimely death. 

Many had bought tickets for his 
upcoming extravaganza at 
London’s 02 Arena, eager to watch 
their idol in his final tour. Unfortu¬ 
nately, it was not to be. 

Among the disappointed was 
Ben Bowman, super fan, and 
Michael Jackson tribute act - and 
now, having honed his act, he will 
bring his show - Jackson Live in 
Concert - to Margate’s Winter 
Gardens next month. 

Mr Bowman says: “I am very 
excited - it’s been an amazingly 
busy year. 

“The whole team - me, the band, 
dancers and creative team are 
looking forward to the Margate 
gig. We go across the whole range 
of Michael Jackson’s back cata¬ 
logue, from the Jackson five stuff to 


all his solo material as well. 

“This show is based on his three 
world tours, and it is also inspired 
by elements of the 02 tour that he 
never got to perform.” 

Michael Jackson is not only 
remembered as one of the most 
influential artists of all time, but 
many of today’s artists have been 
inspired by his iconic style. 

His career spanned nearly five 
decades of music, and he was 
continually at the forefront of 
popular music. 

Surely following in his footsteps 
must be a daunting task? 

Mr Bowman says: “The 
wonderful thing is that the sky is 
the limit - with dancing and 
singing, you never stop learning, 
you keep practising and keep 
getting better. 

“Keep going, keep trying, keep 
improving. 


“Because I love what I do, 
everything feeds into it, so I eat 
very healthily and keep fit. 

“This feels easy, because I love 
what I do, so it’s important to be in 
shape to do it well.” 

Being on stage is one of Mr 
Bowman’s favourite elements of the 
job. 

He says: “Being on stage is 
incredible. It’s quite hard to 
explain the feeling. 

“I step out of myself, and into the 
zone. It’s intense, but I do it 
because I love it. 

“I feel very lucky to be able to do 
something I enjoy so much - and I 
enjoy every element.” 

The process does not start and 
end on stage - much prep work is 
done designing the shows. 

He says: “It’s a very democratic 
process with the whole creative 
team. We will all sit down and 


think about what we can do for the 
next show. 

“We are always generating ideas, 
and everyone likes to contribute, so 
it’s a very inclusive process. 

“It’s not just me - there’s a full 
band behind me, as well as dancers 
and other people involved too. 

“All of us are striving to get 
better and better all the time. 

“I’ve been doing this for 10 years 
now, and feel that the shows have 
been evolving that whole time. 

“I would tell anyone who is 
thinking about seeing the show 
that they should give it a go, 
because we all strive to create the 
most explosive concert out there.” 

Jackson Live in Concert comes to 
Margate Winter Gardens on 
February 6. 

Visit www.jacksonliveinconcert. 
co.uk for more information or call 
01843 292795. 
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for bookings 
and information 


Krakow - The Royal City by Air 

8 June, 2015 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
Email: 

info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
Web: 

www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 


#ABTA 


Rhine in Flames & Moselle River Cruise 

by Rail or Air • 22 September, 2015 
8 days semi-all-inclusive, from £889pp • Quote: RN9-KOS 


a 


This fun-packed cruise visits historic riverside 
towns including Cochem, Rudesheim, Koblenz 
and Boppard, where you will experience the wine 
festival and see the Rhine in Flames festival. 
Originally held to celebrate the grape harvest, this 
spectacular pyrotechnics show features an 
illuminated flotilla of riverboats and curtains of 
fire, bathing the scene in a magical glow. We have 
chartered the lovely mps Amsterdam exclusively 
for this cruise. With just 98 guests and a cosy, 
friendly atmosphere, this will surely be a cruise to 
remember. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail travel 
from London St Pancras (Ebbsfleet on request) to 
Brussels and coach transfer to Cologne or return 
flights to Cologne - supp't may apply • 7 nights full- 
board cruise on the mps Amsterdam sharing a twin 
outside cabin (TCB) on Main Deck - upgrades 
available • Welcome drink on arrival • Beer, wine, & 
soft drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 
6pm to midnight at the bar • Entertainment 
•Transfers abroad 


= errari - Live the Dream in Maranello 

by Air -1 9 March, 25 June & 15 October, 2015 
4 days, from £499pp • Quote: FM3/6/10-KOS 


Come with us to Maranello in Northern Italy - home to the most 
famous sports car maker in the world - Ferrari. Our 4-day tour 
takes in all the sights of Maranello including the Ferrari Museum, 
Viale Enzo Ferrari and Fiorano Test Track. We also visit the Enzo 
Ferrari Museum in Modena and we stay at a 4-star Ferrari themed 
hotel. No trip to Maranello would be complete without taking a 
Ferrari out for a spin. Test drives are possible at extra cost with 
options to drive a range of models, including the new California 
and the 550 Maranello. 


INCLUDED: Escorted 
throughout abroad • 3 nights 
B&B at the 4-star Maranello 
Village Hotel • Return Easyjet 
flights Gatwickto Bologna 
with hand luggage* All 
travel and excursions abroad 


5 days, £599pp • Quote: PL6-KOS 


Poland's delightful city of Krakow, known as the Royal city, 
is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a must-see 
destination for all travellers. Staying in a modern 4-star 
centrally-located hotel, we are just steps away from the 
Medieval centre with its vast array of bars and cafes, lively 
and vibrant squares and markets, Renaissance arcades and 
Baroque structures. Accompanied by a fully-licensed guide 
we will explore Krakow and beyond with visits to the 
renowned, UNESCO listed, Wieliczka Royal Salt Mines and 
an optional visit to Auschwitz. 


INCLUDED: Escorted 
throughout abroad • 4 nights 
half-board stay at a 4 star 
hotel in Krakow • Excursions 
and admissions as stated 
• Return flights with luggage 
from Gatwick to Krakow - 
supp't may apply • Transfers 
abroad 


French Riviera - Cannes, StTropez & Monaco 

by Rail - afternoon departure - 6 June & 24 Sept, 201 5 
7 days, from £769pp • Quote: CD6/9-KOS 

Come with us to one of the world's most 
photographed coastlines and home to so many iconic 
locations from the glitz and glamour of Cannes, St 
Tropez and Monaco, to the tranquil beauty of Sainte 
Marguerite Island, where the Man in the Iron Mask 
was incarcerated. Enjoy all the sparkle and grandeur 
starting with a glass of Champagne at St Pancras and 
a night in Paris or Lille en-route to our 4-star hotel in 
Cannes. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 

• Champagne check-in • Return rail travel 
from St Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) to Cannes • 1 night hotel B&B in 
Paris or Lille • 5 nights half-board stay at 
a 4-star hotel in Cannes • Excursions 

• Transfers in Paris and Cannes on arrival 
and departure 


Corsica is one of those undiscovered places that appears French but feels different from the mainland in 
everything from customs to cuisine, language and character. Forget swanky resorts like Nice and Cannes, 
here you find unsurpassed natural beauty. Planted in the Mediterranean like an impregnable fortress, 
Corsica has amazing geographical diversity. Within half an hour, the landscape can change from glittering 
bays, glitzy coastal cities and fabulous beaches to jagged peaks with breathtaking valleys, dense forests 
and enigmatic hilltop villages. We travel by Eurostar direct to Marseille where we stay overnight. The next 
day we transfer to Toulon to board the ferry for our sailing to Corsica. On arrival we transfer to our hotel in 
Calvi. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Eurostar rail travel London St Pancras to Marseille (from Ashford on 
request) and return TGV to Paris or Lille and Eurostar to London • 2 nights B&B in Marseille area outbound 
and return • Return daytime ferry between Toulon and Corsica • 7 nights half-board accommodation in Calvi 
• Excursions • All transfers abroad 


Spectacular Corsica by Rail 

Eurostar from London to Marseille direct 


2 October, 2015 

10 days, £1/I99pp • Quote: CRIO-KOS 
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FOLLOWING a sell-out Edinburgh 
Fringe run, comedian Mark 
Thomas will continue his 8th 
nationwide tour - with a stop-off 
at Tunbridge Well’s Trinity 
Theatre on February 14 with his 
show Cuckooed. 

The comic, who was born in 
south London in 1963, is perhaps 
best-known for his one-man 
theatre piece, Bravo Figaro. 

This piece, which was commis¬ 
sioned by the Royal Opera House, 
is about his opera-loving father. 

The show sold out its run, won 
Mr Thomas a Herald Angel award, 
a Scotsman Fringe First, and was 
recently broadcast on Radio 4. 

He went on to create his second 
theatre piece, Cuckooed, for which 
he won his second Scotsman 
Fringe First. 

He was also awarded the 
Amnesty International Freedom 
of Expression award. This prize is 
given to an outstanding Fringe 
production carrying a human 
rights message. 

He described winning the 
accolade as “a very inspiring 


experience and I feel very 
humbled”. 

In Cuckooed, Mr Thomas tells 
the story of how Britain’s biggest 
arms manufacturer, BAE Systems, 
came to spy on a comedian in this 
critically-acclaimed tale of hubris, 
planes, demos and undercover 
deceit. 

On top of his live work, Mr 
Thomas is also known for his 
Channel 4 series The Mark 
Thomas Comedy Product, which 
ran for six series. 

He has published several books , 


including The People’s Manifest 
and Walking Israel’s Barrier for 
Fun. He says that ‘deciding to 
walk in the middle of the Israeli 
barrier illegally accompanied by 
an over confident ex Israeli solider’ 
is the most dangerous thing he’s 
ever done. 

He has also been a regular 
contributor to political magazine 
The New Statesman. 

Cuckooed comes to the Trinity 
Theatre on February 14. Visit 
www.trinitytheatre.net or call the 
box office on 01892 678 678. 



Comedy politico Mark 
Thomas at the Trinity 

By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 



MANY FACES: Mark Thomas 



CONTROVERSIAL: Mr Thomas 
makes the political, personal 


Comedy for the over 15s 

SARAPascoe, star of QI, Never 
Mind the Buzzcocks and Mock 
the Week, will be appearing at 
Folkestone Quarterhouse on 
January 24. 

It is a strictly over 15s show. 

Visit, www.quarterhouse.co.uk. 



The Producers in Bromley 

TV PERSONALITY Louie Spence will join 
comedian Jason Manford in the UK tour of The 
Producers at The Churchill Theatre, Bromley, 
from March 6 to 14. 

To book, call the box office on 0844 8717620 
or visit, www.atgtickets.com for further 
information. 


Folk rock pioneers tour 

STEELEYE Span are touring 
with a new live show, coming to 
the Theatre Royal Margate on 
February 24. 

For more information, call 
01843 292795 or visit, www. 
theatreroy almargate .com. 



Art imitating life on stage 

THE Marlowe Studio’s first show of the year 
will offer an insight into the soul of the literary 
genius Oscar Wilde. 

Wilde Without The Boy will be at the 
Marlowe Studio, Canterbury, at 8pm on 
January 15. 

To book, visit www.marlowetheatre.com. 





25TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

TH£ OFFICIAL RSTURN FOR 2015 

A „— r~il&NTOTHE 




' MON 2 - SAT m m J 

DARTFORD / , 

ORCHARD THEATRE 01322 220,000 

orchardtheatre.co.uk 

www.forbiddenplanetreturns.com 
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Margate sees rock action 

SIMPLE Minds are embarking 
on a major multiple date UK 
tour in 2015, visiting Margate 
on April 24. 

Call the box office on 01843 
292795 or visit www.mar- 
gatewintergardens .co.uk. 



Jasper Carrott back on stage 
with some musical friends 


Jane rides into Dartford 


CALAMITY Jane will visit The Orchard Theatre 
as part of its UK tour from January 27-31. 

The musical stars Jodie Prenger - best known 
as the winner of BBC l’s I’d Do Anything. 

The play includes an Oscar-nominated score. 
For more information, visit orchardtheatre. 
co.uk or call the Ticket Office on 01322 220000. 


Marking Swan Lake visit 

TO LAUNCH the tour of the 
Moscow City Ballet’s Swan 
Lake, The Orchard Theatre, 

Dartford, is holding an evening 
of youth and community dance 
on January 19. 

For details, visit orchardthea- 
tre.co.uk. 



Masters of improvisation 

STAR of Have I Got News For You Paul Merton 
takes to the road with his Impro Chums. 

They will be at The Marlowe Theatre, 
Canterbury, on May 5 and The Assembly 
Halls, Tunbridge Wells, on May 15. 

Visit www.marlowetheatre.com or www. 
assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 



By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


OBE-winning comedian Jasper 
Carrott will be bringing his Stand 
Up And Rock tour to Folkestone on 
June 11. 

An event spokesman said: “Jas¬ 
per Carrott’s Stand Up And Rock 
does exactly what it says on the tin. 

“Jasper is back to his very best, 
mic in hand regaling the audience 
with his inimitable stand up rou¬ 
tines before introducing his musi¬ 
cal compatriots that have been 
‘rockin’ audiences all over the 
world.” 

This new show intersperses Mr 
Carrott’s stand-up comedy with 
musical performances from Bev 
Bevan - the drummer from the 
Move and ELO, among just some of 
Mr Carrott’s other musical heroes. 

Mr Carrott’s career has now 
spanned five decades. 

It all started when he became 
resident compere at the Boggery 
Folk Club in Birmingham in the 
mid-seventies. 

There he discovered his talent 
for comedy, and his inability to 
sing. 

His career highlights include An 
Audience with Jasper Carrott - his 


1978, tv show; The Unrecorded 
Jasper Carrott, which was a live- 
to-air one hour Saturday night 
comedy show, and the 1983 
BAFTA-winning Carrott’s Lib. 

An event spokesman said: “A 
hugely popular stalwart of the 
British folk club scene, his comedy 
single Funky Moped shot to the top 
of the British pop charts in 1975, 
establishing him as a household 
name overnight. 


“The flipside was his take on the 
legendary Magic Roundabout, a 
record still sought out today by a 
whole new generation of fans. 

“Throughout his career he has 
been a mainstay or, as he became 
known, the Godfather of British 
Comedy. 

“His numerous television shows 
and series kept him at the forefront 
of British television viewing 
and his concert tours have taken 


him across the globe.” 

Stand Up & Rock comes to Folke¬ 
stone’s Leas Cliff Hall for one night 
on June 11. 

Tickets are available from the 
venue box office, or you can call 
0844 871 3015 (there is a booking 
fee). Tickets are also available to 
buy online. 

Please visit www.atgtickets. 
com/venues/leas-cliff-hall for fur¬ 
ther information. 



Have you visited 
our Cafe yet? 


Come along to Just 
the Ticket cafe at Hornby 
and support your 
local students from 
East Kent College 

Open 10am-3pm 
7 days a week 


specials board 

No admission charge 
to the Cafe and 
Hornby Retail Shop 


2 fori 


This voucher enables you to buy 
any hot food or special board main 
course at Just the Ticket Cafe and 
receive a second meal for free. 

Valid until 31/01/2015 

You must bring this voucher with you. 


&C 


East Kent 

College 


HORNBY 



WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 
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To advertise your restaurant here 
please call 01233 653461 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


To advertise here please call 

01233 653461 



Thanet 

Community 

Support 

Partnership 

A project run by 
Thanet Volunteer 
Bureau 


r m 



Make it your New Years 
resolution to do something 
rewarding and volunteer 

CAN YOU HELP AN OLDER PERSON?! 

ASSISTED SHOPPING DRIVING ADVOCATE 
BEFRIENDING TRAVEL BUDDY DOG WALKING 

Some elderly people just need a little company, someone to share a cup of tea 
and a chat with for a few hours a week or some may need help with shopping. 
A volunteer with a little time can make all the difference to the health and well¬ 
being of an older person. 

“YOUR TIME” FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

lpm-3pm £1 ADMISSION 

Why not come along to ‘Your Time’ social afternoon every Wednesday (at the 
Ramsgate Small Boat Owners Association) and make new friends, maybe learn 
a new skill or just enjoy the company? Transport can be arranged if needed. 

FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES 
FEBRUARY 
4th Musical Bingo 
11th BLEND Singalong & Raffle 
18th Jo Jo’s School of Dance performance 
25th Chair-Based Exercise & Raffle 


MARCH 

4th Guest speaker - Going on Trips 
11th BLEND Singalong & Raffle 
18th Music students perform 
25th Chair-Based Exercise & Raffle 


To find out more call Lou or Fran on 
01843 597115 or email tcspc@hotmail.co.uk 


4® 
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usion rood trend snarKs stampede tor riesiind 


The most famous of Germany’s grapes is taking the spotlight once more, Sam Wylie-Harris claims... 


EVERY grape has its moment and, 
mainly thanks to the surge in popu¬ 
larity of Asian cuisine, this time has 
come for riesling. 

Germany’s trophy grape comes in a 
variety of styles, and this noble white 
with its crisp, natural acidity, no oak 
influence and a lower-than-average 
alcohol level is light and elegant, but 
with the power to partner spicy cur¬ 
ries, stir-fries and sushi and sashimi. 

The flavours of apples, peaches and 
pear come in varying degrees of 
sweetness - from bone dry to richly 
sweet - and the distinctive slim bottle 
that’s sometimes too tall to fit in the 
door of the fridge (a minor irritant) 
has also found favour in South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand where it’s 
grown in small quantities. 


Just across the border from Germa¬ 
ny, the picturesque Alsace region in 
north-east France also produces ex¬ 
cellent riesling and the famous wine 
route (which celebrated its 60th an¬ 
niversary last year) stretches along 
vine-covered hills on the west bank of 
the river Rhine. 

The sunny, warm and dry climate 
provides ideal conditions for wine¬ 
making and dry, spicy styles such as 
Cave de Beblenheim Grafeneben Ries¬ 
ling 2010, Alsace, France which is a 
lovely example. 

With typical aromas of spring flow¬ 
ers and a streak of minerality run¬ 
ning through the lemony flavours, 
this would also pair well with firm 
white fish for non-spice lovers. 

A sweeter counterpart and an off- 



GRAPE EXPECTATIONS: 

Riesling grapes in the vineyard 


dry style from one of the region’s most 
famous winemakers, Roily Gas- 
smann, Riesling 2009, Roily Gas- 
sman, Alsace, France is rich and lush 
but has enough acidity to stop it be¬ 
ing over-the-top. 

With succulent pear flavours and a 
hint of pepper, it has a gewurztramin- 
er lychee nose, but without the oily 
mouthfeel and tastes utterly deli¬ 
cious. 

Lucky for some, Germany has 13 
wine regions and the second largest, 
Pfalz is marked by powerful, dry 
styles such as Darting Estate Diirkhe- 
imer Riesling 2013, Germany. 

Fresh and lively with peach, apple 
and melon punctuated by a bracing 
note of minerality that gives way to 
orange groves, it is both exotic and 


appealing.For newcomers to riesling 
who prefer to venture Down Under 
for their vino, Wakefield in the Clare 
Valley have found a formula for suc¬ 
cess with their medal-winning Wake¬ 
field Estate Riesling 2012, Australia 

It is dry, crisp and brimming with 
orchard fruits, tingling acidity and 
lovely, lingering aromatics on the 
lively finish. 

Uber citrusy, pungent and very 
lively, it may come as little surprise 
that Belmonte Riesling 2010, New 
Zealand is from the Marlborough re¬ 
gion, home to top-notch New World 
sauvignon blanc. 

With similar zippy appeal, it’s 
fruity and pure with honeysuckle 
aromas and an energetic finish that’s 
more than a match with fusion food. 


War on the big screen 

A SERIES of new and classic films will 
be shown in Folkestone, with each one 
introduced by a guest speaker as part of the 
National Army Museums Your Country Calls: 
First World War in Film event. 

The film festival takes place from January 
23 to 25 at Folkestone Town Hall. 

All events and screenings are free but 
tickets must be booked in advance at www. 
nam. ac .uk/film-festival 


Classic Hollywood tale 

SECRET Love, a heart-warming 
musical celebrating the life and career 
of Doris Day will come to The Orchard 
Theatre in Dartford on April 1. 

The legend led an extraordinary life, 
encompassing the big band era, Hollywood 
stardom, financial disaster and domestic 
tragedy. 

For more information or tickets visit www. 
orchardtheatre.co.uk 


Drama on the shore 

A NEW play will explore a slice of British 
heritage which has suffered in recent 

years. 

The Pier, by Joseph Wilde, who has won the 
BBC Drama Imison Award will be coming to 
The Marlowe Studio, Canterbury, on January 
22 and 23. 

The Pier is at The Marlowe Studio at 8pm. 
Tickets are £12 and can be purchased from the 
box office on 01227 787787 or at marlowethea- 
tre.com. 


Easy like soft rock 

| THE Commodores' founder and hit 
writer will perform with his band at The 
Woodville, Gravesend, on January 31. 

They will perform hits including Brick 
House, Easy, Nightshift and Three Times a 
Lady, as well as the new single Mr Cool 
Breeze. 

For tickets and information call the box 
office on 08442 439 480 or alternatively visit 
www.woodville. co ,uk 




To advertise 
your event 
please call 

01233 

653461 



Rosemary Nurseries 

Hsu Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT js ^ 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

(Find us between Spitfire memorial @ Kent Int Airport and Margate Crematorium) 


25 YEAR CELEBRATION JANUARY SPECIALS 


Spring Bedding including Double Flowered Primroses in many beautiful colours 
Roses inc. David Austin and Old Fashioned varieties standard & half standards 


Flowering and Fruiting trees inc. half standard flowering Crabapples & Nishiki 
variagated Grafted Willows - Shrubs. Bare root hedging still available. 


Support your local growers Open every day - Opening times: Mon to Sat 9-5 | Sun 10-4 


r 


Get safe 


for the Summer 

uition for all the family ^ 

ble, parent and baby, beginners to improvers. j 


Swimming tuition 

New Classes available, parent and baby, beginners 
Also Rookie Lifeguard for teenagers. Small classes. 

Calling all adults, learn a new skill in the New Year! 

Classes from beginners right through to triathlon training! 

Get your Kids Safe for 
Summer Swimming Now 



v 1 FIRST 
\ LESSON 

FREE 


Gravesend, Northfleet, 
Dartford, Cobham, Otford, 
Sevenoaks.Medway, 
Maidstone, Ashford. 

Franchise options available! 


PLACES LIMITED CALL TODAY 

01474 878248 

*FREE lesson subject to course booking 


angelasswimschool.co.uk 



To advertise your valentines 
event please call 

01233 653461 




ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


i|geivs m| 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


CE1E 

DOMESTIC XX 
INSTALLER bzJ 
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Paradise found for adults and kids 



PERFECT PARADISE: There is an abundance of activities for adults and children alike 


TRAVEL REVIEW: St Lucia 

By Josie Clarke 


ON ARRIVAL at St James’s Club Mor¬ 
gan Bay in St Lucia, after a 90-minute 
drive from the airport, we have barely 
stepped out of the taxi before we’re 
handed a rum punch, while the chil¬ 
dren receive an alcohol-free version 
and a kid’s pack outlining their week 
ahead with the author Chris Brad¬ 
ford, who is running a series of ‘boot 
camps’ based on his bestselling 
Young Samurai and Bodyguard 
series. 

Bradford is the latest Puffin artist 
in residence for Elite Island Resorts in 
the Caribbean, where Rachel Bright, 
author of My Sister Is An Alien! and 
Curtis Jobling, the original creator of 
Bob The Builder, have also run two- 
week holiday workshops at some of 
the group’s kids’ clubs as part of the 
all-inclusive package. 

Aided by props that include a real 
samurai sword (which can take a lit¬ 
tle explaining at customs, I’m told) 
and a can of cold sweat (don’t ask), 
Bradford has the children literally 
sprinting to boot camp as soon as 
they’ve finished their breakfast. 

It’s a high-octane, energetic series 
of mornings that teaches all the es¬ 
sential skills required to become a 
holiday ninja - silent creeping, self- 
defence techniques, a dash of origami 
and the correct pronunciation of kon- 
nichiwa and sayonara - amid some 
great lessons about the importance of 
perseverance and individuality. 

The workshops are punctuated 
with good old-fashioned storytelling 
and previews of Bradford’s books. 

It’s all pretty exciting stuff, and 
while mum and dad are quietly sun¬ 
ning themselves on the beach, it’s 
probably best they don’t know that a 
(highly-controlled and safety as¬ 
sessed) demonstration of the samurai 
sword, involving holding a piece of 


paper at close quarters, has the resort 
manager Mark turning slightly pale 
and walking away with his head in 
his hands. 

All of this is more entertaining 
than sitting with mum and dad, who 
are enjoying the sort of blissful peace 
and relaxation they thought had 
been relegated to a previous lifetime. 

Safe in the knowledge that the chil¬ 
dren are under the watchful eyes of 
not only Bradford, but a full comple¬ 


ment of dedicated child carers, we 
spend our mornings gliding gently 
between the swim-up bar (it opens 
well before lunch, which is hardly our 
fault) and the lovely beach, where 
there are a vast range of water sports. 

There is also a spa, where we nar¬ 
rowly miss out on a “his and hers” 
treatment, the prospect of which had 
been causing my husband confusion 
bordering on distress, due to an over¬ 
tired toddler who scuppered the deal. 


But by this time, we’re actually 
starting to miss the little ones, and it’s 
lovely to collect them for a lunch date 
at the ever-popular family pool with 
its bar and grill. We spend almost 
every lunchtime here, as it enjoys a 
slightly elevated position on the site 
where breezes take the edge off the 
heat of the afternoon and the chil¬ 
dren make new friends as they play. 

But despite the many delights of the 
resort, there comes a point when the 


TRAVEL FACTS 

JOSIE Clarke was a guest of 
Tropical Sky Holidays (www. 
tropicalskyco.uk) who offer a 
seven-night stay at St James 
Morgan Bay in St Lucia from 
£1,459 per person. 

Puffin workshops scheduled 
for 2015 include: Rachel Bright 
at St James’s Club Morgan Bay 
St Lucia, from September 
14-18, 2015; and Adam Stower 
at St James’s Club and Villas 
Antigua from August 16-20. 


sea beckons and we decide to venture 
out to explore the island. 

Joy’s Cruises run from the resort’s 
beach and we set off down the coast, 
headed for the mighty Pitons, which 
we had tantalisingly glimpsed as we 
flew in. They are a truly extraordi¬ 
nary sight and capture everyone’s at¬ 
tention - until a pod of dolphins ap¬ 
pears about a metre from the bow. We 
slow down and they play a great 
game of hide and seek as we approach 
the town of Soufriere, where we leave 
the boat for a mini bus that takes us 
to the Sulphur Springs, or the “Carib¬ 
bean’s only drive-in volcano”. 

It’s here that our day’s adventure 
steps up a notch as we slap on miner¬ 
al-infused mud before sinking into 
the pleasantly hot sulphuric pools, 
emerging with beautifully soft skin 
and smelling like old eggs, before tak¬ 
ing a short drive to a waterfall where 
we swim in its warm waters. 

It’s a wrench to leave this little 
piece of paradise, but there’s rum 
punch waiting on the boat. As we 
cruise out past the headland, the dol¬ 
phins reappear and we hang about 
with them for a while, before cutting 
the engines to dive into the deep blue 
with both children joining us. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




Whiplash 

(15, 106 mins) Drama/Ro¬ 
mance 


THE fresh paint of 2015 has barely 
dried and already we have a strong 
contender for the film of the year. 

Inspired by writer-director 
Damien Chazelle’s experiences in 
a fiercely-competitive high school 
jazz band, Whiplash is an electrify¬ 


ing tale of a 19-year-old drummer’s 
bruising battle of wits with his 
monstrous college tutor. 

As the title intimates, pain is 
acute in Chazelle’s lean script that 
pulls no punches in its depiction of 
the pursuit of musical excellence, 
which propels the self-destructive 
student to the brink of a mental and 
physical breakdown. 

Our investment in the characters 
is immense and Chazelle rewards 
us with an astounding denouement 
that saps every ounce of energy 
from our bodies. 

Wild 

(15, 115 mins) Drama 

IT’S a perfect paradox. 

Sometimes to find yourself, you 
have to completely lose yourself: 
strip yourself bare of home 
comforts, temporarily sever 
emotional ties and stare your 
demons in the eye. 


Only when you hit rock bottom 
with an almighty thump can you 
honestly assess your strengths and 
frailties. 

In 1994, 26-year-old Cheryl 
Strayed (Reese Witherspoon, right) 
decided to come to terms with the 
death of her mother by embarking 
on a gruelling 1,100-mile solo trek 
along the Pacific Crest Trail 
passing through California, 

Oregon, and 
Washington. 

There are some powerful scenes 
of threat and self-reflection 
including a moving encounter on 
the trail. 

American Sniper 

(15, 132 mins) Thriller/Action/ 
Romance 

BORN and raised in Odessa, Texas, 
Chris Kyle became a professional 
rodeo rider until injury forced him 
to reassess his priorities. 


He enlisted with the military and 
his keen eye - nurtured by his 
father who taught him to hunt at an 
early age, caught their attention. 

During four tours of duty in Iraq, 
he gained the reputation as the 
most lethal sniper in American 
military history with 160 confirmed 
kills to his name. 

When Kyle eventually returned 
home, deeply scarred by clashes 


with insurgents and the deaths of 
his brothers in arms, he gradually 
regained his humanity and 
reconnected with his family by 
working with veterans suffering 
from post-traumatic stress disorder. 

“I’m making memories by 
myself. I have no one to share them 
with,” sobs Kyle’s wife Taya. 

Kyle’s memory is polished to a 
lustre by Eastwood’s film. 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editoriaL@kosmedia.com 


THE weather is going to be the telling 
factor in garden design trends this 
year, thanks to several years of exces¬ 
sively wet weather and flooding. 

So says award-winning garden de¬ 
signer Chris Beardshaw, co-presenter 
of BBC2’s Great Garden Revival. 

He is currently planning his forth¬ 
coming Healthy Cities show garden 
with first-time RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show sponsor Morgan Stanley. 

“There’s a real awareness of the 
challenges of the weather,” he says. 

“We’ve gone through that period 
where we thought it was going to get 
hotter and buying phormiums and 
cordylines and then finding that the 
winter killed them. 

“People are going back to much 
more resilient planting types. There’s 
a real resurgence in shrubs. 

“The last few decades have been 
about herbaceous perennials and 
grasses and I think a lot of people are 
now much more interested in 
combinations. 

“We often put shrub roses with cle¬ 
matis and an underscore of bulbs to 
give three hits of interest. 

“People are becoming aware that 
one plant doesn’t necessarily cover all 
bases and are adopting a more refined 
approach to planting.” 

Plants such as phillyrea and decid¬ 
uous rhododendrons, which provide 
masses of interest through a long sea¬ 
son and little maintenance, may be¬ 
come more popular, he predicts. 

We are moving away from ‘static 
gardens’, low-maintenance, mini¬ 
malist plots which don’t change 


through the season and are lacking 
in personality. 

“People want the garden to respond 
to the seasons - and the plants have to 
respond to that.” 

“The bubble of ‘grow your own’ has 
burst,” he continues. 

“After a couple of dodgy weather 
seasons, most people are now realis¬ 
ing that growing fruit and veg is not 


as easy as it might seem and, as a con¬ 
sequence, are becoming more selec¬ 
tive of what they grow. 

“Rhubarb is becoming fantastical¬ 
ly popular because it is so easy to 
grow, along with fruit like damsons 
and gages, which can be planted as 
hedging or put in a wild area of the 
garden and will largely look after 
themselves. 


“Likewise, with vegetables, we will 
take into account the amount of time 
and space our choice uses up. 

“So things like cut-and-come- 
again salad leaves, which cost a lot in 
the shops, will continue to be popular 
as they are easy to grow and give 
great rewards.” 

Gardeners seem to be more savvy 
than previously, perhaps because of 


the wealth of information available 
on plant sites on the internet, and 
want more bang for their buck when 
buying plants, he says. 

Mr Beardshaw added: “We are 
keen to see plants working hard, 
which is perhaps a symptom of 
gardens getting smaller. 

“We are looking at more high 
intensity planting.” 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch ... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


CAROLINE 60, 5ft 2ins, likes 
animals, walks, travel, 
gardening, seeks male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 402067 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 
59YR old Kent lady, bubbly, 
large build, dog lover, easy¬ 
going, GSOH, seeks male. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
403071 $ 

LUCY, 32yrs, blonde lady 
seeks naughty boys of any age 
for no strings fun. Tel No: 0905 
002 1887 Box No: 413443 
JAYNE 44 bored, 

underappreciated pretty blue 
eyed intelligent lady seeking fun 
and interesting professional in 
similar situation to me for 
discreet fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 403011 $ 
ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box No: 415301 
LISA blonde, blue eyes, looking 
for male, 42-54 for fun and 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404877$ 

LUCY, broadminded 18yrs 
seeks discreet fun with men any 
age. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1941 Box No: 365051 
LADY 57, away with the fairies, 
looking for her wizard and 
enchantment. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403093 
SEXY brunette, mid 20’s busty, 
adventurous broad minded 
seeks no strings fun. Tel No: 
0905 002 1949 Box No: 
361739 

LIZ blonde blue eyed curvy 
female, considered attractive, 
tactile, sensual, enjoys music, 
entertaining, nice people, 
seeking well educated 
professional 50-60yrs. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402773 $ 


SALLY, 38yrs large cuddly lady 
seeks slim men for discreet 
meetings. Text Only 4550193 
JO 29 tall slim female who loves 
soaps, animals, shopping, being 
a mum and am looking for 40's 
male with GSOH who will 
appreciate a tactile, loving 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402765 $ 

TRUDY 36yrs, wltm broadmind¬ 
ed men of any age/area for day¬ 
time meetings. Text Only 
4550194 

52YR old female, single mum of 
2, seeking honest, caring, 
decent man. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 389891 $ 
MELANIE, 38, slim, blonde and 
bored. Call if you want no 
strings fun. Text Only 4550198 
SLIM N/S female, 54, working, 
reliable, easy going, likes nature, 
animals, seeks nice male 
companion, 50-64 for 
country/seaside walks and 
meals out. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405745 
JENNI, 52 bored housewife 
wants no strings fun with 
younger chap. Text Only 
4550197 

JACQUELINE 79 widow, easy 
going, good listener, not slim or 
neurotic, OHAC, Sevenoaks, 
lonely would like gentleman's 
company. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405533 
ATTRACTIVE female, 53, N/S, 
5ft 8ins, looking for similar male, 
50-55 who loves countryside, 
animals and is easygoing. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405421 

AMANDA 44 blonde, blue eyed, 
very leggy, fun to be with, honest 
and caring seeking kind, 
considerate honest gent 74-79 
plus. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 405315$ 

SUE 65, slim, animal lover, 5ft, 
blonde, likes socialising, meals 
out, theatre, countryside, happy 
go lucky, seeks male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405767 $ 


blue eyes, 
blonde hair, looking for genuine 
male for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 389774$ 

LISA 44, blonde hair, blue eyes, 5ft 
6ins, nice personality, trustworthy, 
kind, likes cinema, nights in, walks, 
music, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404751 $ 

CLAIRE looking for adventurous 
male to live life to the max and 
enjoy adult fun times with. Go on 
give me a call. Any age. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 402993 $ 
GILL 41, shy, lonely single country 
loving female with no ties, OHAC 
WLTM n/s genuine, confident male 
companion for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:402799 $ 

AMANDA 36yr old single female, 
blue eyes, curvy, really pretty with 
lovely smile, loves music, nights 
out, WLTM loving male for dates 
and hopeful Itr. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402787$ 

DOG lover short of British slim 
petite lady to maybe get into 1-2-1 
relationship and start something 
new. Smoker welcome, age 
immaterial. Tunbridge Wells area, 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404417$ 

COUNTRY loving outgoing female, 
blue eyes, 5ft 2ins, genuine, caring, 
intelligent, seeks honourable, , 
smart, professional male, 68-75 to 
share laughter and companionship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
392899 

SINGLE mum, new to Canterbury, 
37, attractive, blonde, seeking soul 
mate, preferably with car. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 397751 $ 
60YR old black female, sociable, 
seeks romantic, articulate white 
male for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402523 $ 


lappy, young looking 
seeking interesting man, 65 plus to 
enjoy life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403101 


GEORGINA widow, WLTM gent, 
60-80 with GSOH for days out, 
friendship, companionship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:393067 


lyr old tall slim blonde 
GSOH and a wicked sense of 
humour, employed, OHAC, looking 
for similar male who enjoys life as 
much as I do. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403391 $ 


SHIRLEY 32 attractive nurse, 
enjoys good food/wine, keeping fit, 
looking good, searching for non 
committed relations with mature 
well-dressed man. Any 
age/looks/status. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402779$ 

SLIM tall, elegant, feminine, N/S, 
solvent lady, young 50's, likes 
travel, red wine, seeks tall, sincere, 
Military/professional gent of high 
calibre. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 405707 

FEMALE seeks Prince Charming, 
20-30 to sweep her off her feet. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
392891 $ 

ANNA very lonely divorced single 
mum with lots of love to give seeks 
similar caring male who also wants 
to find the right person, any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 403481 $ 


47YR old female, fun loving, green 
eyes, likes most things, seeks N/S 
male, 47-52 with GSOH for nights 
out, friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401287$ 

DELILAH 49, likes animals, 
blonde, blue eyes, seeking older 
gent, late 70's who is kind and 
willing to care about me. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403769 $ 
SUSIE young 55, slim, 5ft 3ins, 
seeks tall, honest guy from 
Medway towns. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 389027$ 

LISA 5ft 2ins, 43, average build 
plus a few pounds, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, looking for man for 
dates. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 401421 $ 

LINDA young 62, smoker, seeking 
gent, 55-65 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:400521 $ 


ACTIVE 

60's semi- 
retired man, 

OHAC, GSOH, 
enjoys theatre, 
dancing, singing, 
amateur dramatics, coast, 
gardening etc., WLTM n/s 
female with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404671 $ 


Men Seeking 

mydate24] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


DISCREET kind man, 48, gentle, 
loving, genuine, seeking lady, 
Whitstable. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 406439 $ 

JAMES, hard working single dad, 
late 30's seeks single mum for 
family days out. Text Only 
4550196 


/Our NEW MatchMaker service^ 
makes meeting people easy! 


TRY IT FOR FREE TODAY! 


Matchmaker does all the hard work ’ / 

for you. We connect you with other 
members in your area who match — 

your interests to take the stress out I 

of meeting new people. ^ ^ ▼ 

KSIMPLYTEXTIAMIlTO nkTikin^ 

First 3 messages received are free; thereafter £1.50. 
Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time. 


REBECCA kind, caring, honest, 

lonely, seeking older gent to wine 
and dine me Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402273$ 
DIVORCED female, 66, blue eyes, 
5ft 4ins, medium build, blonde hair, 
seeks male, 65-75 for 
friendship/companionship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:403275 $ 

21YR old slim figured female, no 
ties, looking for male 30-45yrs for 
non committed relationship, 
discretion assured. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402761 $ 
CHRIS petite attractive brunette, 
enjoys social drinks, meals out, 
theatre, seeks hardworking 
professional male looking for adult 
attention too. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402759$ 

5FT female, brown hair, 39, single 
mum, seeks caring, dedicated guy. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397915$ 

MALE 48, 5ft lOins, medium build, 
likes gardening, cinema, reading, 
WLTM lady. Thanet area. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 404295 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


48YR old female, kind, loving, 

caring, genuine, fun loving, loves 
music, singing, theatre, holidays, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387797$ 


RICHARD divorced, 61, N/S, likes 
classic cars, looking to meet nice 
lady for meals out, days out, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 406349 $ 
JOHN, 42yrs professional genuine 
gent seeks caring lady to treat as 
a princess. Text Only 4550195 
BRIAN 6ft 3ins, medium build, blue 
eyes, brown hair, fun loving, happy 
go lucky, honest, seeks special 
lady for fun and to enjoy life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
406333 $ 

BLACK male, looking for 1-2-1 
relationship with laid back, 
understanding female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 406221 
MEDWAY male, 60’s, solvent, 
seeks attractive lady, 55-65, GSOH 
to wine, dine and share the good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:405429 $ 

OUTGOING professional, fun 
loving, entertaining male, seeking 
warm, sincere, fun loving female 
for LTR. Animals/children welcome. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405633 $ 

35YR old male, 6ft, dark hair, easy 
going, likes music, films, reading, 
walks, looking for female for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405941 $ 


70YRS young male, good looking, 
GSOH, seeking lady for love and 
affection Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 403455 

MIKE 39, 6ft 7ins, large build, blue 
eyes, seeks female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 406321 $ 
RONALD 65 plus, 5ft 9ins, slim, 
sociable, GSOH, tactile, N/S, many 
interests, seeking lady dance 
partner to learn ballroom and Latin. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
403211 $ 

STEVE 64, active, likes fishing, 
swimming, karaoke, honest, 
genuine, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 405717 $ 
CANTERBURY sign language 
interpreter 58, 5ft lOins, medium 
build, GSOH, varied interests, 
seeks slim-medium build female, 
21-42 for LTR. Single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 405697 $ 

TALL friendly, light hearted, single, 
58, seeks pretty woman for LTR 
with mutual selection of activities 
and choosing how to spend our 
time. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:405557 $ 

RETIRED male 68, 5ft 8ins, 
considerate, GSOH, easy-going, 
likes driving, shopping, most 
music, seeking lady 60-70 for 
friendship. Ashford. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404589$ 
YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 5ft 
11 ins, list, likes drives, walks, DIY, 
meals out, gardening, smoker, 
looking for lady to spend life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405519$ 


FIT fellow, full of fun, 58, seeks to 
find fanciable lady for free and 
fascinating future for LTR. Find 
your jar half full. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405857$ 
DAVE 45, 6ft, large build, ginger 
hair, green eyes, caring, OHAC, 
likes laugh, cinema, pubs, 
restaurants, walks, shopping, 
music, dvds, gardening, animals, 
seeks female of similar age. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405451 $ 

RETIRED male 68, 5ft 8ins, 
considerate, GSOH, easy-going, 
likes driving, shopping, most 
music, seeking lady 60-70 for 
friendship. Ashford. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404589$ 

VIC mid 60’s medium build male, 
active, N/S, likes countryside, 
DIY, seeks compatible female. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405085 $ 

CHRIS from Folkestone, 68yrs 
young widower, N/S, 5ft 9ins, 
OHAC, likes country music, rock 
n roll, WLTM N/S female with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405079$ 
CHRIS 68, 5ft 9ins, 13st, 
frustrated widower, likes 
country/western music, real ale, 
gardening, cruises, looking for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402271 $ 

40 something Gemini 5ft lOins, 
slim, GSOH, varied outdoor 
interests, seeks similar outgoing 
female, 30-45 for dates and LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404535 $ 

TED 63, 5ft 7ins, average build, 
seeks female 55-75 for 
friendship, possible LTR. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

401913$ 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, OHAC, independent, seeks 
warm, sincere, fun loving female 
for LTR. Children/animals 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 404537 $ 

THANET male, young mid 60's, 
caring, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, likes 
travel, countryside, seeks slim, 
attractive local soul mate. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403729 
MICHAEL slim, 44, likes CD, 
films, seeks older male 55 plus 
for fun times in the Thanet area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404373 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 
eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for Itr. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404013$ 


GARDENER 50, 

6ft, honest, happy, single, 
fit gardener seeks attractive 
younger lady for fun NSA nights 
in, weekends away, country 
walks, picnics and good 
conversation. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404115$ 
SALVATORE 68, N/S, widow, 
Italian, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 402481 
KEVIN 49, single dad, employed, 
good cook/laugh, seeks female 
for fun and good times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402405 $ 



Then send to 

80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

#0098 «»t» {I SO per mesugp. To STOP tent 
stop to 8009# Sen*• provided by JMeduiUK 
Ltd. SW4 7BX Need Help? Celt 0207 720 7130 

KEVIN 50 6ft average build, kind, 
caring, GSOH, black hair, hazel 
eyes, various interests, seeks 
female 35-55 for 

friendship/romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

405087 $ 

FUN fit, 60yr old male, seeks 
older, well-built female for no 
strings discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404971 $ 
BRUCE likes meals out, romantic 
walks, days out, seeking lady, 40- 
60 for friendship and fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

403097 $ 

CHRIS 58, 5ft 9ins, 13st, 
frustrated widower, likes 
country/western music, real ale, 
gardening, cruises, looking for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402271 $ 
ANDY 36, sexy, fun, come say 
hello. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402903 
EDDIE African male, seeking 
female, 20-40 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 394354 


BRIAN 

fun loving, 
happy go lucky, 
likes walks, 

animals, cuddles, 
nights in/out, seeking 
loving, caring female. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

402729 $ 

BLACK male, 50 bubbly 
personality, seeks buxom, pear 
shaped, rubinesque white female, 
25-55 for friendship, possible LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402887 

GENUINE fun loving guy 55, 
medium build, blue eyes, seeks 
genuine lady, 45-57 for fun times, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401761 $ 
GRAHAM 52, N/S, likes days out, 
antique fairs, animals, seeks slim, 
attractive, N/S lady, 40-50 for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401727 

BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easygoing, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401595 
BLACK British male, African 
descent, medium build, varied 
interests, understanding, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402641 $ 

BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easy-going, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402531 
YOUNG mixed race male, seeking 
female for no strings fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 402499 $ 
AARON 35, no ties, 5ft 9ins, clean 
shaven, attractive, Italian 
background, chef, down to earth, 
open minded, likes meals out, 
weekends away, socialising, 
cinema, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 402497 $ 
TALL 64yr old young at heart N/S 
male, widower, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401531 $ 


DENNIS 53yrs retired police ROBERT medium build, single, 
officer living in Kent, WLTM seeks nice, attractive, busty 
female for mutual fun times. Tel female with sexy clothes. Tel No: 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

404201 $ 402597 $ 


tl 


Follow us 
on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 18/01/15 
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Education 2015 


Advertisers’ Announcements... 



KENT COLLEGE PEMBURY: Provides an outstanding and nurturing education 

Kent College Pembury 


KENT College Pembury is a leading HMC inde¬ 
pendent day and boarding school for girls aged 
3-18, set in an idyllic rural site, the school is 
well-known for providing an outstanding and 
nurturing education with success achieved 
both academically and across the curriculum. 

An extensive and exciting enrichment pro¬ 
gramme ensures that day girls and boarders 
immerse themselves in new opportunities 
from Saturday mornings at the thriving Thea¬ 
tre Academy to afterschool fencing and lunch¬ 
time scuba-diving. 

And 2015 looks to be an exciting year ahead 
for the thriving day and boarding school for 
girls aged 3-18. 

This year, the school looks forward to the 
opening of their state-of the-art multi¬ 
purpose sports hall as part of the School’s Fit 
for Life campaign ensuring that all girls 


benefit from this fantastic new facility. 

In February, March and May the school will 
be holding its annual open mornings, which 
prove a great opportunity for families to meet 
staff and pupils, hear about the fantastic 
enrichment programme and flexi-boarding 
service and take tours across the extensive 
school site. 

■ Preparatory School open morning: Wednes¬ 
day, February 4, from 9.30am to 11.30am. 

■ Early Years open morning: Tuesday, March 
17, from 9.30am to 1.30am. 

■ Senior School open morning: Tuesday 
March 10, and Wednesday, May 6, from 
9.15am to 1.00pm (head’s presentation at 
10.00am). 

Book either online at www.kent-college. 
co.uk or by calling Admissions on 01892 
820218. 



ROCHESTER GRAMMAR SCHOOL : The only Medway school in the Top 30 State schools 


ROCHESTER Grammar School: The only 
Medway school in the Top 30 State schools. 

Transforming Life Chances 

Sixth form open evening Wednesday, January 
21, at 6.00pm. 

One Sixth Form, Two Pathways, One Vision: 

■ Extensive range of Advanced Level Courses 
and the prestigious International Baccalaure¬ 
ate Diploma. 

■ Internationally recognised as an Advanced 
Thinking School. 

■ Outstanding learning facilities. 


■ Excellent leadership opportunities beyond 
the classroom. 

“Joining the RGS Sixth Form transformed my 
whole approach to learning. There is just so much 
support and guidance.” 

(Sixth form leaver now studying at 
Cambridge University) 

For further information, please contact: 

The Rochester Grammar School, 

Maidstone Road, Kent ME1 3BY 

Tel: (01634) 843049 

Email: office@rochestergrammar.org.uk 


DOVER ATHLETIC FC AND THE ABBEY SCHOOL 6TH FORM 
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TRIALS: Football academy trials are being held on Friday, February 20, at 10.30am 


DOVER Athletic Football Club in partnership 
with The Abbey School 6th Form - A Business 
& Enterprise Academy - are holding football 
academy trials on Friday, February 20, at 
10.30am. 

■ The Football Academy represents Dover 
Athletic FC in the Conference Youth league, 
the highest league outside of professional 
football. 

■ Football coaching from UEFA A’ licensed 
coaches. 

■ State of the art 3G pitch. 

■ Unique opportunity to study a range of 
courses alongside football commitments 


100% pass rate in A Level and BTEC courses. 

■ Opportunity to take additional Coaching 
and Fitness Instructor courses American 
Scholarship opportunities. 

■ Travel grants available to qualifying stu¬ 
dents. 

■ Opportunity to progress to the DAFC first 
team. 

■ If you are interested in attending the trials 
please email: msandmann@abbeyschool- 
faversham.co.uk or call the school on 01795 
532633. 

Contact the school at: The Abbey School, 
London Road, Faversham, ME13 8RZ. 


Kent College Canterbury 


CANTERBURY has been voted one of the best 
places to live in the South East by The Sunday 
Times. 

One of the twelve reasons given for Canter¬ 
bury’s success in the poll is the calibre of its 
schools: Kent College, Canterbury being one of 
the strongest contenders. 

Academically, Kent College has been rated in 
the top 25% of schools nationally for the value 
added that it achieves 
for all of its pupils. 

The school is now 
world renowned for its 
academic reputation, 
offering the Interna¬ 
tional Baccalaureate 
alongside A levels. 

It prides itself as being 
in the top 10 schools na¬ 
tionally for the IB with 
average points of 37.4, 
and its A-level results 
place it in the top 100 schools of its kind in the 
country, as it regularly achieves 100% GCSE 
pass rate. 

These results alone are praiseworthy but it is 
all the acclaim that the school achieves along¬ 
side fantastic academic results that make it 
truly remarkable. 

Every one of the accomplishments that follow 
has taken place in the last twelve months. 

In the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer¬ 
ing and Maths) arena, Head Girl, Eva Harris, 
won a national competition run by the Physiol¬ 
ogy Society; our Year 9 team were finalists at 
the Big Bang Science and Engineering Competi¬ 
tion; no fewer than 9 students received Gold 
level in the UK Maths Challenge; the Year 10 
Maths Team won the regional round of the 
Further Maths Support Programme and not to 


be left out, the Year 11 team won the Gold Crest 
Award for their Engineering project. 

The school’s young choristers are hard at 
work practising for their performances in the 
finals of BBC Songs of Praise Choir of the Year 
and Barnardo’s National Choir of the Year. 

No fewer than three of our students have 
been selected for the prestigious Canterbury Ca¬ 
thedral Girls’ Choir. 

On the sports field, 
Lizzie Neal has won 
the Higgins Trust 
U16 National Youth 
Award for Hockey; 
the U18 Girls are Na¬ 
tional Indoor Hockey 
Finalists as well as be¬ 
ing County Champi¬ 
ons in the outdoor 
game; seven players 
have been selected 
during the year to 
play hockey at National level; the Watton sisters 
have competed in the Scottish Open Tennis 
Tournament; three of our athletes represented 
the County at the National Cross-Country com¬ 
petition at Donington Park; one of our young 
horse-riders has qualified for the National 
Schools’ Competition and finally, one of our ski¬ 
ers won medals in all three disciplines at the 
British Ski Racing event. 

The student led Charities Committee raised a 
phenomenal £8,000 last term. All of this does 
not happen by chance, it happens because the 
children are empowered with a sense of self- 
worth and encouraged to participate and excel 
both in and outside the classroom. 

Kent College is very proud to be part of the 
thriving City of Canterbury community! 

www.kentcollege.com 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


High price of all 
those rail delays 

THE other day I was stuck on a train 
at Sevenoaks station, with hundreds 
of other passengers to London, 
awaiting the arrival of a driver from 
an incoming train. 

When I tried to calculate the loss of 
15 minutes time to each passenger it 
very soon dawned on me how much 
the cumulative losses from such 
delays are worth every day. 

What compounded the situation 
was the contradictory messages 
given over the tannoy for this delay, 
an all too often occurrence. 

With the likely disruption 
expected from the new timetable for 
the London Bridge upgrade, it is 
surely even more vital to keep 
travellers fully informed, both 
through platform and on-train 
announcements, websites, Twitter, 
and other social media. 

Dr Alan Bullion 
Lib Dem Parliamentary 
spokesman for Sevenoaks 

Protecting our 
freedoms 


MANY are of the opinion that 
freedom to choose is a precious gift 
from God. 

All through the generations 
freedom has had to be defended 
and countless lives have been lost 
in that battle. 

Lreedom of speech must be 
upheld and defended within the law. 

If taken beyond the law, that 
freedom is in danger of becoming 
licence. 

Therefore, is not wisdom 
required to intercede between 
freedom and licence? 

Who these days are trying to 
obtain and administer wisdom? 

June Moore, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Threat posed to 
our hospitals 

STATISTICS this week have shown 
that A&E departments up and 
down the country are in crisis. 

Unfortunately, east Kent 
hospitals are no exception. 

The most up-to-date statistics 
show that 13.9 per cent of patients 
waited more than four hours in 
A&E, which is well below the target 
of five per cent. 

A Care Quality Commission 
report in August last year further 
highlighted the problem. It 
branded east Kent hospitals 
inadequate, with one of the major 
causes for concern being a chronic 
over reliance on locum staff and 
over-time in the A&E department 
at the QEOM. 

Labour identified this issue in 
2013 and started a campaign 
calling on management to 
intervene. 

We were told that it wasn’t a 
concern, but unfortunately this 
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Tesco pull-out is a 
justification of fears 


AS A FORMER resident of Dartford 
and a local councillor, the news 
that Tesco have now decided that 
they are not going ahead with 
their plans to build a superstore in 
Dartford is vindication for myself 
and many others who spent more 
than ten years campaigning 
against what we could see as the 
destruction of Dartford. 

I am sure that Jeremy Kite 
[council leader] along with all the 
other Conservative and Labour 
councillors will now try and blame 
Tesco for turning Dartford into one 
of the worst towns in the country 
and certainly the most neglected 
and run down town in Kent. 

If I could very briefly remind 
local residents of some of the 
highlights of this fiasco. 

The idea to have a Tesco 
superstore in the town was the 
brainchild of a Labour council 
and the original plan was for a 
road through Central Park 
leading into the largest Tesco to 
be built anywhere in the country. 

Despite 20,000 residents 
objecting to these proposals, the 
by now Conservative council 
ignored the views of these people. 

To their credit, the Labour 
council, now in opposition, 
opposed the road through the 
park and with the help of the then 


was not the case. 

This year I am standing on an 
election platform to rebuild our 
NHS. Labour are proposing a 
mansion tax on properties worth 
more than £2 million to pay for a 
major investment in the NHS. 

This fund will be used to pay for 
20,000 more nurses, 8,000 more 
family doctors, 5,000 more 
home-care workers and 3,000 
more midwives. With this 
investment we can give our hard 
working NHS staff the support that 
they need to do their job. 

Labour created the NHS in 1948 
and we will now rebuild the NHS 


Labour MP, Howard Stoate, had a 
public enquiry which ultimately 
rejected the entire proposal. This 
did not stop the council or Tesco 
in their desire to impose this very 
large store onto the town and 
subsequent applications were 
submitted. 

All met with a great deal of 
opposition. 

In the meantime land was sold 
to Tesco. Individual businesses 
were destroyed. Habitable homes 
were boarded up. 

I well remember asking Cllr 
Kite “what is Plan B?”, and he 
replied there is no Plan B, we 
know what we want. 

The question now is what next? 
Lowfield Street has been a dump 
for more than ten years, I suspect 
that it will be another 20 years 
before you see any improvement. 

With elections in May I just 
hope the residents have the good 
sense to kick these dismal failures 
out of office once and for all and 
elect people who, and will, offer 
Dartford a new beginning. 

Mike Tibby 
Herne Bay 

Read more about Tesco’s 
decision and the Dartford 
reaction inside this edition of 
Kent on Sunday 


after the Tories’ failed 
reorganisation. 

Will Scobie 

Labour’s parliamentary candidate 
for South Thanet 

Cuts sparked 
the A&E crisis 


THE crisis in A&E is the predictable 
consequence of bed cuts and 
casualty closures elsewhere. 

Demand is not significantly 
higher than expected but capacity 
and staffing levels have dropped. 


The NHS has been weakened by 
yet another major reorganisation 
diverting money and energy away 
from delivering care. 

My sick patients requiring 
admission, report long trolley waits 
in corridors without monitoring, 
others discharged prematurely by 
pressurised doctors desperate to 
vacate beds. Hospital colleagues 
are frustrated by the lack of 
resources to care for patients well. 

The environment in acute 
medical settings is becoming 
unsafe. Despite the obvious need 
for greater funding, more cuts and 
closures are underway across 
London. Both patients and staff are 
paying a heavy price for ideological 
driven NHS privatisation. 

Responsibility for crisis lies 
squarely at the door of govern¬ 
ment. Bad headlines will be 
cynically spun to justify more of 
the same. Attack the NHS system; 
blame the public for being irre¬ 
sponsible in their use of the service; 
blame GPs for not being accessible. 

Our politicians have made the 
wrong diagnosis and continue to 
administer the NHS a toxic 
medicine. 

We must not let them get away 
with this deception or the betrayal 
of the public interest. 

Dr Bob Gill 

National Health Action Party 
Candidate for Old Bexley and 
Sidcup 

Mayor's thanks 
for Toy Appeal 

I WAS absolutely overwhelmed by 
your kindness in supporting my 
Toy Appeal, and for all your hard 
work in so many ways to ensure 
that so many needy children had a 
Christmas to remember. 

Thank you so much. 

It is an enormous tribute to you 
personally and to us as a commu¬ 
nity that we have been able to once 
again produce such a wonderful 
outcome for those most in need in 
this borough. 

It is impossible to thank 
everybody involved individually 
but you will know what part you 
played and I cannot thank you 
enough for your time and generos¬ 
ity at such a busy time of year. 

I must give a special mention to: 
Pam Bridges and her team who 
sort the gifts and make sure each 
child receives a soft toy, a book and 
an activity toy appropriate for their 
age - without Pam’s experience, 
organisational skills, dedication 
and leadership the appeal would 
not be possible, the St George’s 
team; Town Hall staff, The Big 
Yellow Self Storage Company and 
all the collection points and giving 
trees. As well as one anonymous 
gentleman who contributes £500 
each year. 

Without you the Toy Appeal 
would not be possible. Thank you 
for thinking of others and support¬ 
ing the Toy Appeal in 2014 

Julian Stanyer 

Mayor, Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council 
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Ramsgate 

Harbour 

by Peter Banks from 
Whitstable 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 


THE FRANCE 
B SHOW 2015 

23-25 January 2015 | Olympia, London 



If you love France, why not 
visit The France Show 
at Olympia, London 

The France Show is back in January 2015, bringing you the 
very best of France - food, wine, property, holiday ideas, 
travel offers and entertainment - all under one roof. 

For three days in January, Olympia in London is the place to be 
for a flavour of France. Watch cookery demonstrations from 
top chefs, listen to best-selling author Carol Drinkwater, sample 
fine French wines at the tutored wine tastings, brush up on your 
French skills at the language seminars and pick up some local 
specialities at the French market. 

There's so much to experience; we look forward 
to seeing you there! 


Book your tickets for just £10 and save 35% 

at www.thefranceshow.com/tickets 
or call +44 (0)1242 264777 - promo code KSS42 

www.thefranceshow.com 



* offer valid until 25 January 2015 
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» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 




IF NISSAN prestige brand, Infiniti, is to win over 
UK hearts and minds then it must learn from 
German premium stars BMW, Audi and Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz. 

And it has certainly picked up on one ruse; 
facelift an existing model and re-market it as a 
‘new generation’ vehicle. 

In Infiniti’s case, this means we are now see¬ 
ing a heavily revised version of its 2010-vintage 
mid-range M model - a rival to the aforemen¬ 
tioned German trio’s 5 Series, A6 and E-Class 
respectively. 

Now called the 070, bringing it into line with the 
marque’s smaller 050 3 Series wannabe, it does ac¬ 
tually represent quite a change from the M model. 

Starting at an attractive £32,650 with a hefty 
range of standard kit - a key part of the Infiniti 
sales pitch - the car is now more in line with cur¬ 
rent Infiniti styling, and gains efficient LED 
lights as standard, plus rear-view camera, front 
and rear parking sensors, Infiniti’s ‘Connectivi- 
ti’ infotainment and navigation system, 18-inch 
wheels, and leather seats with ventilation. 

But the biggest change to the new look line-up 
is the arrival of a punchy yet more eco-friendly 
(129g/km of C02) four-cylinder 2.2-litre diesel 
replacing the old V6 diesel. 


This new entry level unit is expected to be the 
runaway best seller, giving Infiniti much-need¬ 
ed clout in the company car ‘user chooser’ mar¬ 
ket and has been produced in conjunction with 
Mercedes-Benz parent, Daimler - one can only 
presume that the German brand is unconcerned 
about possible effects on E-Class sales. 


The engine is partnered with a standard seven- 
speed automatic ‘box more in line with what the op¬ 
position offers, and some versions come with sporty 
FI gearchange paddles on the steering wheel. 

Infiniti also has high hopes for the more ag¬ 
gressive looking 2.2 Sport (£35,850) variant 
with uprated brakes and 20-inch wheels. 
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Cactus stands proud without the prickles 


Citroen’s Cactus may look a little odd with its padded doors, but it stands alone in 
what is currently a deserted market sector - cheap to buy and run yet spacious too 



SPACIOUS: It may prove a Marmite car, but there’s no denying the Cactus is worth a look 


C ACTUS is a great name 
for Citroen’s latest and 
most eye-catching model 
for a while. 

I’ve quoted the Renault 
Captur as its best rival but, fact is, the 
Citroen stands out like a cactus in 
the desert - as nothing comes close in 
style or purpose. 

It also survives on little (fuel that 
is) and can look after itself, not with 
spines, but good protection - notably 
the unique ‘Airbump’ polyurethane 
side panels, interchangeable if you 
fancy a new look later. 

In short, it’s probably the French 
marque’s most innovative car since 
the legendary 2CV, echoing it 
through low price and running 
costs, space and unique styling. 

Much of the car’s economy comes 
from lightness; the car weighs 
around 200kg - the weight of at least 
two average men - less than equiva¬ 
lent C4 hatchback models. 

This allows the car to ride lightly 
on a standard steel suspension that 
keeps costs down, but feels smooth in 
the tradition of Citroen’s famous 
hydro-pneumatic system. 

The down side is some leaning on 
corners, but you tend to forgive this 
for the supple ride, and also because 
none of the engines are intended for 


‘sporty driving’ - this is more a car to 
deliver interest, image and internal 
space for very little outlay. 

Apart from those eye-catching air 
bumps - which I would have 
extended to the rear edge of the back 
doors to avoid damage to neighbour¬ 
ing cars in car parks - the car’s front 


end is also futuristic, and I recom¬ 
mend the optional panoramic 
sunroof (£395) to add to the cabin’s 
airiness, though there is no sun- 
blind. 

The passenger airbag has been 
cleverly re-located into the roof - per¬ 
haps triggering an industry trend - 


in order to solve ‘the case of the 
disappearing glovebox’ ie the 
glovebox lid or cover that disguises 
something so small it cannot even 
hold gloves let alone other stuff we 
would prefer to hide safely. 

The Cactus glovebox, by contrast, 
is generous with a second USB 


Citroen C4 Cactus 
Flair Blue HDi 100 

Price: from £17,990 

Driving appeal: 

Image: ★★★★★ 


Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Renault Captur 


connector. 

I have to mark down the lack of 
split folding rear seats though; 
presumably this was a weight saver, 
but could be a deal breaker for some. 

It’s a shame because the Cactus 
has a cavernous 358-litre boot - far 
better than any family hatchback - 
and an ultimate (seats folded) 
capacity of 1,170. 

Engine-wise, check out the 
advanced turbocharged three-cylin¬ 
der Puretech petrol units: they are 
economical but punchy when needed 
and cheap to buy, and impressed 
most when I drove various models at 
the Cactus launch. 

By contrast, the 1.6-litre diesel test 
car not only seems expensive, but 
feels more wallowing on the bends, 
no doubt due to the heavier engine 
adding the weight of 1-2 more 
passengers. 


IT S OUR FAVOURITE 
HATCHBACK OF 2014 

BBC TOPGEAR MAGAZINE, 2014 



NEW CITROEN C4 CACTUS 

I £165-£249 

I PER MONTH ON PERSONAL LEASE 

CITROEN prefers Total 



www.citroen.co.uk 


WILMOTHS ASHFORD 01233 640100 www.wilmoths.co.uk 
WILMOTHS CRAYFORD 01322 524555 www.wilmoths.co.uk 
WILMOTHS FOLKESTONE 01303 245588 www.wilmoths.co.uk 

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY CITROEn 


°Prices & offers apply to retail sales of qualifying Citroen models ordered & delivered 01/01-31/03/15 & include VAT, delivery to dealer & number plates, Government Registration Fee & 12 months' graduated vehicle excise duty. Black/metallic/pearlescent paint optional at extra cost. Elect 4 Personal Lease rentals shown apply to New Citroen C4 Cactus PureTech 82 
manual Feel - New Citroen C4 Cactus BlueHDi 100 manual Touch respectively. Model(s) shown New Citroen C4 Cactus PureTech 82 manual Flair from £195 per month. One significant advance rental will be required, which varies by model, followed by 34 monthly rentals at the rates shown & a significant optional final rental. Excess mileage charges may apply if the 
agreed annual mileage is exceeded. Payment of the optional final rental extends the rental term (this does not transfer title of the vehicle) & requires an annual rental equivalent to one months' rental. Finance subject to status. Written quotations available on request from Citroen Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1QA, UK. Over 
18s only. A guarantee may be required. Jarretts Motors Ltd is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. To finance your purchase/lease we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Offers & specification correct at time of going to press from participating Dealers. Terms & conditions apply. Please ask us for details. Subject to stock availability. 

Official Government fuel consumption figures (Range): Urban cycle, Extra urban, Combined (litres per lOOkm/mpg) <Sc CO 2 emissions (g/km); Highest:New Citroen C4 Cactus PureTech 110 S&S manual Flair 
5.8/48.7, 4/70.6, 4.7/60.1, 107. Lowest:New Citroen C4 Cactus BlueHDi 100 manual Touch 3.5/80.7, 2.9/97.4, 3.1/91.1, 82. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide 
for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. 
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NEW CITROEN C4 CACTUS 


I£165-£249 

I PER MONTH ON PERSONAL LEASE” 


CITROEN prefers TOTAL 



www.dtroen.co.uk 


BARRETTS CITROEN CANTERBURY 

CALL US NOW ON 01227 828999 

WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT, CT1 1YY 

www.barrettscanterbury.dtroen.co.uk 

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE CITROEn 



°Prices & offers apply to retail sales of qualifying Citroen models ordered &. delivered 01/01-31/03/15 & include VAT, delivery to dealer & number plates, Government Registration Fee & 12 months' graduated vehicle excise duty. Black/metallic/pearlescent paint optional at extra cost. Elect 4 Personal Lease rentals shown apply to New Citroen C4 Cactus PureTech 82 
manual Feel - New Citroen C4 Cactus BlueHDi 100 manual Touch respectively. Model(s) shown New Citroen C4 Cactus PureTech 82 manual Flair from £195 per month. One significant advance rental will be required, which varies by model, followed by 34 monthly rentals at the rates shown & a significant optional final rental. Excess mileage charges may apply if the 
agreed annual mileage is exceeded. Payment of the optional final rental extends the rental term (this does not transfer title of the vehicle) & requires an annual rental equivalent to one months' rental. Finance subject to status. Written quotations available on request from Citroen Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1QA, UK. Over 
18s only. A guarantee may be required, is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. To finance your purchase/lease we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Offers <& specification correct at time of going to press from participating Dealers. Terms & conditions apply. Please ask us for details. Subject to stock availability. 

Official Government fuel consumption figures (Range): Urban cycle, Extra urban, Combined (litres per lOOkm/mpg) & C0 2 emissions (g/km); Highest:New Citroen C4 Cactus PureTech 110 S&S manual Feel 
5.8/48.7, 4/70.6, 4.7/60.1, 107. Lowest:New Citroen C4 Cactus BlueHDi 100 manual Touch 3.5/80.7, 2.9/97.4, 3.1/91.1, 82. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide 
for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. 





ADVENTURE CALLING. 

THE ALL NEW NISSAN X-TRAIL. 


RANGE FROM £219-£319 PER MONTH. 


PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 


37 MONTHLY 

PAYMENTS 

ON THE ROAD 

CASH PRICE 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

OF CREDIT 

DURATION OF 
AGREEMENT 

OPTIONAL FINAL 
PAYMENT 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

PAYABLE 

RATE OF INTEREST 

P.A. (FIXED) 

6.9% APR 
REPRESENTATIVE 

£249.00 

£23,195 

£5,639.66 

£17,555.34 

37 MONTHS 

1 £11,613.75 

£26,017.00 

\m 


BAILEYS CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road, Canterbury CT1 1YY 

01227 766 777 I baileys-nissan.co.uk 

Opening hours 9.00-5.30 Monday to Friday, 9.00-5.30 Saturday and 10.00-4.00 Sunday 


Fuel consumption figures for New X-Trail range: URBAN 45.6-49.6mpg (6.2-5.7L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 58.9-62.8mpg (4.8-4.5L/100km), COMBINED 53.3-57.6mpg (5.3-4.9L/100km), CO 2 emissions 139-129g/km. 

Offer valid until 31 March 2015 at participating dealers only and subject to vehicle availability. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD171FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Isle of Man and Channel Islands). Terms and conditions apply, please visit 

www.nissan-offers.co.uk/termsandeonditions or your local dealer for full details. Model shown is X-Trail Visia at £219 per month with additional metallic paint at £550. Monthly payment based on X-Trail Visia with DEPOSIT OF £5,828.24 FOLLOWED BY 38 PAYMENTS OF £219 AND OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT OF £11,613.75. Offer based on 10,000 miles pa, excess mileage 8p per mile. Offers not available in conjunction 
with any schemes or other offers. Vehicle price includes first registration fee and 12 months’ road fund licence. Our dealership introduces customers to a limited number of finance providers including RCI Financial Services Ltd. We may receive a commission from the finance provider for the introduction. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing, in accordance with 2004/3/EC and intended for comparisons between 
vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. (Optional equipment, maintenance, driving behaviour, road and weather conditions may affect the official results.) Information correct at time of going to print. Model shots shown are for illustration purposes only. Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS. 
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i Kent on Sunday 


jobs24.co.uk 

/ IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 0845 671 4460 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


AVENUE BUILDING COMPANY 

Specialists in Healthcare Construction 


Wanted due to expansion within our nationally based company 
the following positions have arisen 

2x self motivated electrically biased 

Site Foremen 

to work within the medical pre-installation field 
Must be willing to work away from home. Salary negotiable 
in the first instance please send CV by email only to 
smiller@avenuebuilding.co.uk 
No Agencies - No telephone calls 


sjt medical 

Registered Nurses: RGN, RMN, RNLD 
Paramedics, OTs and Physios 

£32,000 - £44,500 dependent on 
experience and location 

For further information or to apply with your CV, please email 
iobs@sibmedical.com or call 020 7832 1980 


MEDIA FIELD 

SALES 

EXECUTIVE 

DARTFORD & GRAVESEND 

22K + COMPETITIVE BONUS STRUCTURE 

Here at the Kentish Times we are looking for an Media Field 
Sales Executive to support and increase our business in The 
Reporter covering Dartford and Gravesend. 

We want an ambitious person to join our successful team. 
You would need to be IT-literate, focused with a good eye for 
detail and a strong proven sales background. 

You must be able to communicate well both verbally 
and in writing. 

To find out more, email your CV to 

employment@archant.co.uk 






MEDIA FIELD 

SALES 

EXECUTIVE 

DARTFORD & GRAVESEND 

22K + COMPETITIVE BONUS STRUCTURE 

The Kentish Times is looking for a Media Field Sales 
Executive to support and increase its business in The 
Reporter covering Dartford and Gravesend 
You need to be ambitious, IT-literate, focused with a good 
eye for detail and a strong proven sales background 
You must be able to communicate well both verbally 
and in writing 

To find out more, email your CV to 

employment@archant.co.uk 



ARCHANT f Communities 


BIRCHWOOD PRU 

Folkestone 


Requires an 

OFFICE MANAGER (P.A. and Finance) t.t.o 

Start date 23 March 2015 
Salary from £ 19,032 - £ 20,877 (pro rata) 
Deadline for applications 30 January 2015 
For information or application pack contact 

office@birchwoodpru.kent.sch.uk or 
01303 851187 

Visits welcome by appointment 


Care Staff 


Assistant Manager 

Required for residential care home in Folkestone 

We are looking to recruit an enthusiastic and 
committed person. 

Must have Minimum NVQ Level 3 Qualification, 
And Experience in the role above. 

Please call Miss Julia Carter (Home Manager) 
on 01303 254019 

Subject to enhanced DBS check and satisfactory references 


DISTRIBUTORS 

REQUIRED 


To deliver the BT Phone Book in and around: 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
• EASTGRINSTEAD 
CROWBOROUGH •TONBRIDGE 
SEVENOAKS • WESTERHAM 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 


If interested in delivering, call 01424 884177 
or TEXT TUN to 07937 985963 
Or visit www.bookyourroute.com 


Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales 
Office based Executive 

Plus bonus potential 

Here at Archant Kent we are looking for a Office based Media Sales Executive 
in Ashford to support and increase business in our publications and online as we continue to grow. 

We want ambitious people to join our successful sales teams and are looking for 
IT-literate individuals who are task focused with a good eye for detail. 
You must be able to communicate well both verbally and in writing. 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and 
want to be part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately 

The exceptional benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance 
scheme (after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme,childcare 
vouchers, contributory private health scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 

To find out more: www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 
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Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed independent 
hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the 
William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities 
supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment 
and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 

Healthcare Assistant Endoscopy - Margate 

Part time Hours: 20 per week Salary: £8.45 per hour Closing date: 23/01/2015 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A - C Grade • NVQ 2 or equivalent in relevant studies 
• Previous experience in Endoscopy 
To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, 

please contact: Linda McCafferty, Theatre Liaison Manager on 07813459414 

Audio IVpist - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Salary: £17,597.25 Closing date: 23/01/2015 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A - C Grade • 2 years working in a medical environment 
• Audio Typing • Excellent IT Skills (Word, Excel, Booking systems) 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Julie Pain, Administration 
Supervisor on 01843 234558 

For a job description and application form please visit www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Jo Wright, Senior HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 245961 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 




THE NEW SCHOOL AT WEST HEATH 

Ashgrove Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 1SR 

"Rebuilding lives through education" 


The New School at West Heath is a Specialist Independent Residential School for 
diverse range of needs, Co-Ed, age 10-19 providing education and therapy for 
male and female students with whom have emotional & social communication 
difficulties. 


Support Worker 

Starting Salary:£16,954 pa - Full Time - Term Time Only 
Monday to Thursday 1300 to 2330 
Every 3rd Friday 1030 to 1630 


Part Time Support Worker 

Salary pro-rata - Term Time Only 
Wednesday & Thursday 1300 to 2330 

Experience of working with young people in a formal caring capacity is required. 
Holding the NVQ 3 - Children & Young People would be desirable but not 
essential as the School would support successful candidate to work towards 
Children & Young People Workforce Diploma. Car driver is desirable. 


School Nurse 


Salary:£24,00 pa - Full Time - Term Time Only 
Monday to Friday 08.30 to 17.00 

Suitable applicants will be Register General Nurse or have a Specialist Community 
Public Health (School Nurse) qualification. Knowledge and experience of 
providing first aid and healthcare needs for the children. Experience with caring 
for children with chronic illness will be advantageous. 


Teaching Assistant 

Salary:£12,973 pa - Full Time - Term Time Only 
Monday to Friday 0830 to 1530 

Supporting students individually and/or in groups with their academic, personal 
and social development. This role can be demanding and challenging but very 
rewarding. The School works towards helping students develop life skills and 
enjoy social activities. Previous experience and working in a SEN school is 
preferred but not essential. The School has approval status from the DfE and has 
an excellent rapport with both parents and the Local Authorities. 

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young adults. Successful candidates will be subject to an Enhanced DBS check. 

Application and JD can be found on the web-site www.westheathschool.com 
Contact lynne.mcgrath@westheathschool.com 
or tel: 01732 460 553 if you have any questions 

Closing date for applications is 21st January 2015 
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Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y15/0014/SH+ - 75 High Street Hythe Kent CT21 5JQ - Display 
of a non-illuminated wall mounted sign and projecting sign. 
Y15/0003/SH# - 1 Nelson Villas North Street New Romney Kent 
TN28 8DW - Erection of a first floor rear extension together with 
other external alterations. 

Y15/0002/SH - Spade House Radnor Cliff Crescent Folkestone 
Kent CT20 2JQ - Retrospective application for various pruning 
works to five Sycamores and a Holm Oak tree all subject of Tree 
Preservation Order No. 6 of 2000 

Y15/0015/SH+ - 75 High Street Hythe Kent CT21 5JQ - Listed 
building consent for the display of a non-illuminated wall mounted 
sign and projecting sign, and other replacement signage. 
Representations can be made in writing either on line on the 
Council’s website, by email to planning@shepway.gov.uk or 
in writing to the Head of Planning and Environmental Health, 
Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, 
Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY. Please always quote the 
application reference number. Comments should be made in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. Please note 
that any representations received will be publically viewable on 
the Council’s website. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning and Environmental Health 
Shepway District Council 
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Sport 

Gills still looking 
for new manager 

A number of team bosses rumoured to be in running for post 



Football 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


GILLINGHAM are still hunting for a 
new manager after Peter Taylor’s de¬ 
parture - with interviews for the job 
continuing this week. 

Among those in the running for the 
post are the likes of Justin Edinburgh, 
Neal Ardley and James Beattie, with 
the bookmakers even offering odds on 
the likes of Arsenal legend and popu¬ 
lar pundit Ian Wright and Dover boss 
Chris Kinnear. 

In an open letter to the club’s fans 
this week, Scally said that he had 
asked the senior coaches to form a 
‘mini management team’ to work to¬ 
gether to prepare the side as it seeks 
League One survival. 

He said: “Given I was somewhat 


caught unprepared for a managerial 
change, the process of receiving, 
evaluating, considering and acting 
upon CVs began immediately and I 
am flattered to have received many 
applications from a cross section of 
footballing individuals, many of 
whom would be suitable for the role, 
have various degrees of experience 
and are of various character. 

“I have spoken to many, have car¬ 
ried out background checks and tak¬ 
en references and have spoken to a 
number of influential managers and 
individuals in the game about vari¬ 
ous candidates. 

“I understand in such situations 
speculation can run rife, especially 
on forums, and indeed I have seen 
‘bookies favourites’ mentioned, most, 
if not all of whom I have neither con¬ 
sidered or in some cases don’t even 
know. I would therefore urge you all 
to be cautious before you waste your 


money on speculation, as at this 
stage I have no idea myself who the 
new manager at GFC will be, and I’d 
probably have a good idea before the 
bookies.” 

Former Spurs and current New¬ 
port County boss Justin Edinburgh is 
thought to be high on that list. 

Former Accrington Stanley player- 
manager and ex-England striker 
Beattie told the BBC he wanted the 
job, but may not have the experience 
Scally is looking for. 

Neal Ardley, currently with AFC 
Wimbledon, is a more likely candi¬ 
date if a deal to free him from his ex¬ 
isting contract could be reached. 

Long shots - and likely only to re¬ 
sult in you losing your money, are 
Ian Wright, with Sky Bet offering 
odds of 33/1, former Gills striker, 
Danny Kedwell stands a 50/1 
chance, while Chris Kinnear is at 
equally long odds. 


Whites go shopping to boost midfield options 


DOVER Athletic manager Chris 
Kinnear has had his first chance to 
splash some of the club’s FA Cup 
takings, with two new signings to 
bolster the Whites midfield. 

The team have taken advantage of 
the transfer window to pick up 
midfield duo Solomon Taiwo and 
Adam Mekki in the Whites’ first 
spending spree since getting 
knocked out of the FA Cup. They 
reached the third round before 
losing to Premier League Crystal 
Palace in front of the TV cameras. 

The duo have signed deals keeping 
them at the Crabble until the end of 
the season, but the club says there is 
a view to extending the contracts for 
a further year. 

Kinnear told KoS that he was 
hoping to build up the squad with 
the money the team made in their 



KINNEAR: Making the most of the 
Whites FA Cup cash boost 


high profile cup run. 

He said: “We’re looking to 
strengthen the squad, and pump 


money into some new players. The 
cash we got during the FA Cup has 
given us a number of options which I 
hope will help push us further.” 

Mekki joins from rival Conference 
team Barnet. The 23-year-old 
winger has signed with the Whites 
hoping for more first team play. 

The promising young player was 
named as a Wales U21 standby in 
2012, and now wants to get on the 
field more regularly. 

Taiwo has already spent time at 
Dover, initially joining the club on 
loan from League Two Luton Town 
in September 2014. 

Kinnear will be hoping both 
players perform to help further swell 
the club’s coffers as the Whites 
continue their FA Trophy campaign, 
going into the third round against 
Woking next weekend. 


j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT drums or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Blues take advantage 
of transfer window 


MARGATE FC have strengthened their 
front row, snapping up former Colches¬ 
ter, Kidderminster and Grays Athletic 
striker Freddie Ladapo. 

Ladapo has found the back of the net 
on 14 separate occasions so far this 
season, playing for Ryman Premier 
League side Grays Athletic. He joined 
Grays on loan from Vanarama Confer¬ 
ence Premier side Kidderminster last 
summer. 

After a poor festive period, Blues 
manager Terry Brown said how happy 
he was to have picked up the young 
goalscorer. 

He said: “It was really important that 
we strengthened the side having had a 
disappointing December. I just wanted 
to shake up the squad. 

“Freddie caused us no end of 
problems both home and away and 
caused our centre halves trouble. 

“He is a very talented boy who 
scored lots of goals for Colchester U21’s 
before moving to Kidderminster and 
then scoring 14 goals so far this season 
for Grays.” 



LADAPO : Will be looking to grab 
some goals at Hartsdown Park 



■ 

ANDY SMITH: 

The Mos skipper 
has fired in 1,000 
points for the club 


Dynamos winning 
streak comes to end 


INVICTA Dynamos saw their run of 
14 wins come to an end, after their 
first league defeat since October. 

The Mos lost 5-4 in the NIHL South 
Division 1 to the Bracknell Hornets at 
their Gillingham Silver Blades 
stadium. 

The match had started with both 
players and fans in high spirits after 
a standing ovation for captain and 
forward Andy Smith. 

He was saluted for having scored 
his landmark 1,000th point for the 
Mos during his team’s comfortable 
6-2 win away against the Streatham 


Redskins the previous day. 

But it was downhill from there as 
the Mos became frustrated and 
allowed ill discipline to pour on to 
the ice. 

As penalty minutes added up, the 
Mos found themselves unable to 
combat a well executed game plan 
- despite Smith adding to his 
impressive tally. 

Despite missing out on the 
maximum points, the Mos kept their 
place at the top of the league, sitting 
two points clear of their next closest 
rival. 


Luzon takes over at the Addicks 


CHARLTON Athletic have 
announced former Standard Liege 
boss Guy Luzon will become the 
team’s new manager. 

The 39-year-old, signed the deal 
this week which will see him at The 
Valley until the end of next season. 

He took charge of the Addicks for 
the first time in yesterday’s away 
clash against Watford. 


The announcement that Luzon had 
been appointed came just days after 
Addicks’ manager Bob Peeters was 
given the boot for 'poor 
performance’. 

Speaking after his appointment, 
Luzon said the squad had talented 
players and that he looked forward 
to trying to get the best out of 
them. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

¥ @Kosmedia £ www.facebook.com/kentonsunday 



























THE 

MARLOWE 


Treat yourself to the 
best in entertainment! 


nnT' 

Striped Pyjamas 

Based on the best-selling novel. 

WED 25 - SAT 28 MAR 


WED 11 FEB - SUN 1 MAR 


Book your tickets today by calling the Box Office on 

01227 787787 ( bk 9 fee) or book online at marlowetheatre.com 0*^5. 
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